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Letter from Our Rabbi
OUR JEWISH TRADITION PLACES UTMOST VALUE 
IN THE IDEA OF HOME.
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F rom all of the many places that our people have left 
in search of safety and community, Jews have spent 
millennia yearning for home. This desire for home has 

spurred some of the wisest innovations in our history: I believe 
that the synagogue is one of the greatest creations of our people. 
It is a place that over the course of history, has linked generations 
of Jews to one another across time and space. 

Hevreh has been a spiritual home for us all, for over fifty years. 
This year, we mark the 25th anniversary of giving our spiritual 
home a physical address in the world, with the building of our 
beautiful building on State Road. Just like any beloved home, 
our building needs our care and attention to thrive. I am proud 
to join our dedicated lay leaders in announcing the launch of 
our capital campaign, which we are calling Our Hevreh, Our 
Home. This campaign is our opportunity to ensure that Hevreh 
remains a vibrant center of Jewish life in the Berkshires for 
generations to come.

As you’ll learn from this brochure, our vision for this project is 
more than just bricks and mortar; it’s about strengthening the 
foundation of our community. It’s about restoration and renewal. 
It’s about investing in our spiritual home. Just as we take care of 
our own homes, we have a responsibility to nurture the house of 
Hevreh. Every contribution, no matter the size, will make a real 
difference.

I invite you to join me in this journey of renewal and growth. 
Together, we can build a future for Hevreh that honors our past 
and embraces our potential.

With warmth and gratitude,

Rabbi Jodie Gordon 



Hevreh has always 
been our home 
address 
OUR INTENTIONAL COMMUNITY WAS 
FOUNDED 50 YEARS AGO BY A SMALL 
CIRCLE OF FRIENDS WHO EMBRACED THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE. 
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B y the late 1990s, Hevreh’s leadership embarked on a vision 
to build a new space that would match our community's 
expanding spirit. Their goal was to build a synagogue that 

drew members closer, invited spiritual reflection and provided 
space for future generations. The building’s warm tones, flexible 
architectural style and welcoming space for worship garnered 
significant recognition and met the community’s needs. 

Hevreh’ s inclusive approach to Jewish life is the catalyst for 
the congregation’s significant growth and has contributed to its 
reputation as a model for the national Reform movement. It has 
provided a welcoming community for Jews of all observance levels 
to worship and celebrate life cycle events, partnered with families 
in raising generations of children in its ECC and Religious School, 
comforted its members during the challenging times, and served as 
the center of community engagement and social action. 

“Hevreh has been 
there for our family 
through thick 
and thin. From 
religious school 
and learning, to my 
daughter becoming 
a bat mitzvah, to 
celebrating a family 
wedding. It has 
provided comfort to 
us during times of 
loss. Hevreh is truly 
our Jewish home.”

—LISA SLOANE, PRESIDENT



Today, Hevreh continues its 
legacy of inclusion and warmth,
WITH MORE THAN 330 MEMBER HOUSEHOLDS, A THRIVING EARLY 
CHILDHOOD CENTER, THE LARGEST RELIGIOUS SCHOOL IN THE REGION, 
AND AN EXTENSIVE PROGRAM OF ADULT LEARNING AND ENGAGEMENT.

H evreh has 
successfully 
fostered joyful 

Jewish living in the 
Southern Berkshires. 
This year, Hevreh marks 
its 50th anniversary and 
celebrates the exciting 
transition in rabbinic 
leadership, as longtime 
clergy and Educational 
Director, Rabbi Jodie 
Gordon became Senior 
Rabbi. 

“Hevreh embodies the best aspects 
of home: identity and expression, 
relationships, warmth, and a 
comfortable physical space. It has 
been the perfect home for me and 
my family, giving us the community 
we need to feel connected and 
nourished as a Jewish family.”

—SHIRA NICHAMAN, VICE PRESIDENT FINANCE,  
CO-CHAIR CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
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“Hevreh looms 
large in the creation 
and preservation 
of cherished 
memories. To create 
both collective and 
individual memories,  
we must maintain, 
restore and improve 
the spaces in which 
these memories 
happen. I am deeply 
committed to making 
this happen.”

—STEVEN KLEIN, FIRST VICE 
PRESIDENT, CO-CHAIR CAPITAL 
CAMPAIGN

F or over a quarter century, our beautiful building has 
served as the heart of our community, a home for 
generations to gather, learn, and celebrate. However, 

a recent building assessment—and several urgent repairs—
highlighted the critical need for restoration and upgrades to 
sustain Hevreh for the future.

Given the age and understandable depreciation of our 
building, new investment in our home is an investment in 
our future, allowing us to continue providing a warm, safe, 
and inspiring environment for Jewish life and learning for 
generations to come. 

At this moment in Jewish history, it is more important than 
ever to maintain the vibrancy of our synagogue’s home to 
ensure that we continue to thrive as the leading Jewish 
community in the Southern Berkshires. 



H evreh’s Board of Trustees has retained the architecture design firm Clark Green + 
Bek to advise us on this critical project. Based upon construction estimates, the 
cost of this project will total ~$2.5M; $1.6M for building work and $900,000 of 

site work. We hope to begin in Spring 2025. 

The goal of the Our Hevreh, Our Home campaign is to raise $3.0 million, which will 
cover the cost of construction, and financing, as well as a preservation fund for building 
maintenance. Proceeds in excess of the campaign goal will be used to replenish Hevreh’s 
endowment, which recently funded emergency capital improvements. 
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Project Scope
JUST AS THE PAST LEADERS OF HEVREH BUILT A FACILITY FOR 
OUR VIBRANT CONGREGATION, OUR CURRENT LEADERSHIP HAS 
CAREFULLY ASSESSED THE CAPITAL INVESTMENTS NEEDED TO 
ACCOMMODATE OUR VITAL PROGRAMS.

New Watertable (Stucco)

New Roofing @ Offices & Education Wing

New Siding & Trim (Therm. Mod Wood) 
(Entire Building)

New Awning & Portico  
@ ECC

Replace Windows @ Education Wing & 
Office Wing (non-security windows)

New Gutters, Downspout, Fascia

Repair/Replace Existing Exterior Doors

BIG-SKY UPF-EDGE TMW

Library Gutters, part of 
New Gutters, Downspouts, Fascia
package

Renovate/Restore Vestibule
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“By restoring our building, enhancing accessibility, 
and embracing sustainability and security needs, we 
strengthen our sacred space to welcome everyone who 
seeks to worship, learn, and gather as a community.”

—BETHANY BARON, TRUSTEE

Restoration
Based upon the age and the extensive use 
of Hevreh’s building, several aspects of its 
infrastructure require urgent and imperative 
restoration and upgrades, providing:

•	 a new roof

•	 improved drainage

•	 gutters and downspouts 

•	 complete regrading of the property to 
reduce flooding and water damage

•	 replacement of the outer envelope of the 
building.
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Security
Security has always been an important priority for 
Hevreh and has grown to be even more crucial. 
The proposed security improvements include:

•	 installation of bullet resistant windows in the 
lobby and classrooms

•	 security cameras around the perimeter of the 
building

•	 a remote control entry system for the main 
building doors 

The cost of these upgrades will be defrayed in 
part through grant partnerships.

Accessibility
The building’s existing spaces will be upgraded, 
without changing their warm and welcoming 
aesthetic, to improve accessibility for all 
congregants, including those congregants with 
physical disabilities. Building practices have 
changed over the last 25 years and upgrades 
will benefit all.

Sustainability
Investing in energy efficient and environmentally 
resilient materials will reduce Hevreh’s operating 
costs in the long run, and also enable the 
community to put its values into action. The 
project will include:

•	 replacement of the sanctuary windows 
with high energy efficient windows that will 
eliminate the cost of the annual removal and 
replacement for the High Holidays. 

•	 installation of new exterior siding that is low 
maintenance, sustainable and water resistant. 



Hevreh of Southern Berkshire
270 State Road
Great Barrington, MA 01230

Now it is our responsibility to make a crucial 
investment in the Hevreh community. 

We must ensure that the quality, durability, 
and security of our home, the center of 
Jewish life in the Southern Berkshires, 
matches the exceptional quality of our 
programs and services.

Please consider a personally meaningful philanthropic  
gift that will serve Hevreh’s needs today and ensure  
Hevreh will continue to be our Jewish home for another  
50 years and beyond.

Understanding that meaningful giving often requires 
thoughtful planning, we welcome gifts that can be  
fulfilled over three to five years.

Our Hevreh
Our Home
2 0 2 5  CA P I TA L  CA M PA I G N

To discuss our campaign and how you can help,  
please reach out to our Campaign Co-Chairs,  
Shira Nichaman at (646) 872.9842 and Steve Klein  
at (973) 626.3417 or Homecampaign@hevreh.org


