lIFe at HEVREH
May 1 – June 30, 2020

For a complete calendar of events, please go to our website: www.hevreh.org.
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FROM THE RABBI

RABBI NEIL P.G. HIRSCH

When the Israelites left Egypt

and
headed into the wilderness, it was uncharted territory for
them. They had never been there before, having never been
asked to do anything like that before. Perhaps they knew the
stories about their wandering ancestors, as we do. Still, they
had never done anything like this before.
This unfamiliarity prompts us to different considerations
from our normal routines. This epidemic is asking us a
profound question: What is this moment asking of us?
On a personal level, this moment requires us to say no when
we would rather say yes. While the hermit-life may please
some for a little while, it is not the way for many of us. Many
of us are choosing isolation, when we would rather be with
family, friends, and our community. Zoom seders were a
creative way to connect, but it sure was not the same thing
as being in 3D with one another. This moment is asking us
to be courageous in a different way, to choose to refrain from
physical closeness in order to keep one another healthy. The
painful sacrifices we make are holy, because we are also
saving lives.
For those health care professionals, this moment demands
resolve and resilience. Likewise, our grocers are working
with such dedication in ways that may have been hidden to
their shoppers in prior times. What is this moment asking of
us? In business, in family life, in personal ways, this epidemic
demands more than we ever could have imagined.
We can also answer the question spiritually, which I find
helpful. After all, when we are clear on the why behind our
actions, we open ourselves up to possibilities otherwise
unconsidered.
This moment is asking us for Chesed / Kindness. Given that
each of us experiences our own Egypt or our own Wilderness,
we are called to be kind to ourselves and kind to one another.
What other option do we have?
This moment is asking us for Savlanut / Patience. For
example, I usually find grocery shopping cathartic. But,
wearing a mask piques my anxiety, and I try to get through
the store as quickly as possible. Now over a month into this
pandemic, and seeing that its effects will be with us for a
while longer, we must find that well of patience for the sake
of perseverance.

the phrase “common sense measures,” like washing your
hands. Remembering the basic things we have to do gives
us a routine to an otherwise unordinary situation. Common
sense tells us what to do when everything else seems rather
complicated. Simplifying the situation down to common
sense measures then becomes a spiritual pursuit, because
we have stopped grasping at things that at first may have
seemed too complicated to us.
These examples are not an exclusive list, and so I wonder
what spiritual values would you add? What ways of being are
helping you endure this? What practices have helped lighten
the burden? Has something or someone been calling to you
during this time? What has this moment prompted you to
consider that is different from how you were before we shut
everything down?
When we look back at our People’s stories, our tradition
encourages us to see ourselves as if we were them. But I
am also reminded of the lesson of Rabbi Zusha of Hanipol,
who teaches all of us to be our best selves: Rabbi Zusha was
on his deathbed, surrounded my his students. Rabbi Zusha
cried, and his students tried to comfort him by telling him
that he had been a masterful teacher as wise as Moses and
as kind as Abraham. To this, the rabbi replied, “When I get
to Heaven, I will not be asked why were you not more like
Moses or Abraham. God will ask me why I was not more like
Zusha.”
What is this moment asking of us? To be our best selves,
for ourselves, for one another, and for the sake of Heaven.
Epidemics by definition end. But until then, this moment
is asking us to do things differently. We all know now that
our summer is going to look different from the ways it has
looked in the past, and different from the way we were
hoping it would look. For right now, I pray each of us finds
those attributes that help us continue to travel through this
period with health and confidence.
With Kindness,
Rabbi Neil P.G. Hirsch

We are also being asked to pay attention to our own Sechel
/ Common Sense. Throughout this ordeal, we have heard
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S’machot
S’MACHOT
A huge Mazel Tov goes out to…
Nick Moy and Sherry Wolf, on the birth of their
grandchild, Eli Zev
Michael and Joan Ury, for the marriage of their
daughter Elizabeth to Antonio Sapata
Rhea and Ken Werner, on the birth of their grandson,
Isadore

PRESIDENT’S NOTES

Although we cannot be together in our beautiful sanctuary, and
our classrooms are empty, over the past few weeks we have all
learned ways to come together as a community. The spirit of
Hevreh is stronger than ever.
Zoom conferencing for Shabbat, Lunch and Learn, and
committee meetings enables us to be present from afar. The
technology cannot replace gathering together, but it can provide
a bridge in the short term and broaden our reach once we return
to physical meetings. We look forward with hope to that day.
Until then, we will continue to gather virtually for services and
learning, working in and with our communities to improve lives
and provide comfort. Please join us by clicking the Zoom link for

every service. You will see old friends and meet new ones.
We must plan for a new normal. We know that the old normal
will not return. The board, the rabbis, and the staff are working
through how we can best adapt as the new normal takes shape.
It may take a few tries, but we will get there. Meanwhile, we are
caring for the building knowing that it will soon be a place of
physical gathering again.
Please stay safe, offer help if you can give it, ask for help if you
need it, and join us on-line until you can join us in person.
Rik Kabel

RITUAL SPEAKS

TOGETHER APART
We are a community of Jews finding new and innovative ways to celebrate our Judaism. How fortunate we are that Rabbi Gordon and
Rabbi Hirsch have enabled us to celebrate Shabbat and Passover together during this difficult time. Their innovative approaches to
worship have helped us find comfort in communal worship on Friday nights, in Torah study on Saturday mornings, and at a Seder
for the second night of Passover. We are so very grateful for their dedication, their ingenuity, and their love. We hope to gather
together in our beautiful sanctuary soon, but until then, “next year may not be in Jerusalem,” but we pray that it will be “in person.”
Thank you Rabbi Gordon and Rabbi Hirsch from the Ritual Committee, its Chairs, and the Hevreh community.
Carol Beyer and Heidi Katz
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ROSH CHODESH COMMITTEE
We were disappointed to miss our wonderful annual womens’
seder at Amy Lindner-Lesser’s Rookwood Inn, but hope to be
back there next year in person! Several of us did join a virtual
seder online with a womens’ group from a temple in Springfield,
VA which occurred on the same day we were going to have
ours – it was lovely! We have a meeting planned for late May at
Rebecca Wolin’s home. Obviously we will have to wait and see
how things are going as we get closer. Take care, everyone.
Michéle Krieg Bauer

Dave Halley, Rebecca Wagner, and Jodie Friedman volunteering
at the People’s Pantry in Great Barrington. To get involved,
email volunteer.peoplespantry@gmail.com

WEENGAGE

It is with deep regret that weEngage has had to cancel our New Member/Welcome Home Shabbat. We
were all so looking forward to meeting our newest members and to seeing our seasonal members as they
returned to the Berkshires.
As soon as we are able your weEngage chairs will get together to talk about events that will serve to bring our
congregation physically back together. We certainly plan on rescheduling our New Member Shabbat. We are
also considering an event to honor our long term members (those who came over from Mahaiwe Street).
If anyone has any ideas for an event, either a virtual one during our time of physical distancing (a term we
much prefer to “social distancing”), or one where when can all physically be together, please let us know; we
are all ears and every suggestion will be considered.
In the meantime, please stay well and safe.
Debbie Harris, Shelley Rolf, Julie Gale

MUSSAR GROUP
As we all continue to navigate in the dark, narrow space of
COVID-19 on our journey to the Land of Milk and Honey, here is
the essence of a Mussar teaching.
In the Jewish tradition the ultimate obligation, which takes
precedence over all other commandments, is to save a life.
This means that first and foremost we must save our own life.
Therefore, in the particular circumstances we find ourselves in,
it means we must take care of ourselves first. We might wash
our hands frequently, practice physical distancing (a term much
more meaningful and accurate than “social distancing”), wear
face masks when we do venture out for necessary trips, etc.
However, once we have taken care of our own immediate needs
we are obligated to take care of others. This can be done in a
variety of ways, no one of which is any more or less holy than
any other. For instance, you could pick up the phone and call (or
use your computer and email) a friend or a relative with whom
you haven’t spoken in some time.
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If you are handy with a needle and thread you could make face
masks for a friend of neighbor who needs one. When you do go
out shopping you can simply say “thanks” to those people who
are working in the store. I’m sure you can think of others ways.
All equally fulfill the obligation to save a life.
As Pirke Avot says, “If I am not for myself, who will be for me? If
I am only for myself, who am I? If not now, when?”
With that teaching in mind, the Hevreh Mussar group wants
you to know that we are always open to new members. Since
Hevreh was physically closed we have been on hiatus, but
are looking to start up again on Zoom. We hope to resume inperson meetings as soon as possible, but will keep a Zoom
option open for those who wish to attend virtually.
This is a lay led group and is open to any and all, whether or not
affiliated with Hevreh. If you are interested in joining us please
send Debbie Harris an email at witchdeb@gmail.com and let
her know.

hevreh.org

HEVREH HAPPENINGS
Wednesdays, 11:45 am-1 pm

LUNCH N’ LEARN WITH RABBI HIRSCH: THE BOOK OF SAMUEL
Even if we can’t be together in person, #VirtualHevreh is a place where we can continue to connect and
learn. Our weekly, lively Lunch n’ Learn sessions continue on through May and June as we study the Book
of Samuel. No prior knowledge necessary, just the willingness to get into good debate and conversation
with other members of Hevreh. Email Rebecca Wagner (rwagner@hevreh.org) to get added to the Lunch n’
Learn distribution list. And be on the lookout for the Zoom info in the weekly Hevreh email updates.

Thursdays, 3 pm

MODERN JEWISH SHORT
STORIES: LEARNING WITH
RABBI GORDON
Close out the afternoon with a great story,
a cup of coffee, and conversation with Rabbi
Gordon! Stories can be accessed ahead of time by
emailing Rebecca Wagner (rwagner@hevreh.org)
for a pdf copy.
May 14: Looking for Mr. Green (Saul Bellow)
May 21: Kafka in Bronteland (Tamar Yellin)
Visit hevreh.org/blog for up to date Zoom sign-in
information for this class!

The Berkshires...
I Live It,
I Know It,
I Love It
Steve Erenburg
Associate

413 663 0457

Richard Atwood Jr.
(413) 528-9671
(413) 329-3672 Cell
(413) 528-3927 Fax
Email: aacemeteryservices@gmail.com

413 637 1086 lenox, ma
cohenwhiteassoc.com

Life at Hevreh May - Jun 2020
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Religious School Information
A NOTE FROM THE EDUCATION TEAM:
Dear Students, Families, Faculty, and Madrikhim,
During this time of physical isolation, I have often thought back to September 15,
2019. That was our first day of Religious School for this school year. I can remember
the feeling of the warm sun on my arm as I drove down Route 7 early that morning,
ready to start another school year. I think about that morning a lot, and the promises
we made to you as we stood in the outdoor courtyard: you, me, Rabbi Hirsch, student
cantor Gabe, and our Torah. Each of you, from our newest Kindergarten students to
our teen madrikhim had grown over the summer, and I can remember each of your faces as we put the Torah
in your hands, and promised to teach it to you. The joy of that morning was the joy of a new beginning: of the
excitement we feel when we start something, not knowing where the journey will lead.
Now, nine months later, we find ourselves at a distance, not having gathered together in person since March
8. The end of our school year will feel different this year; without the opportunity for in-person l’hitraot’s and
todah’s (see you later and thank you), and sadly, without our annual end of year ice cream party. To be sure,
we have missed out on experiences that we love (we promise, those Frozen Purim Carnival games and prizes
will make an appearance one day!). Our faculty has missed seeing each of you, and with our move to virtual
gatherings, our learning has been modified to fit the reality of our circumstances.
And yet–there is still much to celebrate about the journey of our learning together this year. We began the year
with our largest K/1 class in recent history, celebrating with 13 new students at Consecration during Simchat
Torah. We welcomed Adamah, the Jewish Farm Initiative at Isabella Freedman to Hevreh for Yachad Sukkot
for the sixth year in a row, for a day of hands-on learning (and a goat!). Our Tiny Talmidim families got to see
the Torah unrolled up close, with Teacher Terri on their field trip to the sanctuary. Our teens and families had
the chance to engage an important conversation around mental health with Joanne Harpel and Rabbi Geoff
Mittelman. Our Kindergarten through 6th grade students spent a morning with author Leslea Newman, and
learned the story behind the story of her new book “Gittel’s Journey.” We also launched a new program, Yachad
Family Discovery this fall, which gave our families a chance to dive deep into Shabbat through cooking, yoga,
song, and study together with their parents and teachers. Our Mensch program, now in its third year, had fun
visiting and making real connections with the residents at The Landing at Laurel Lake, an assisted living and
rehab facility in Lee. The Pre-Confirmation Class gave $3000 in grant money to Mass Audubon and Jewish
Youth Climate Movement through the Berkshire B’nai Tzedek Youth Foundation. We packed amazing holiday
gifts for Volunteers in Medicine during Yachad Chanukah, and celebrated with a dreidel tournament and
delicious latkes and bimuelos! Our teens spent the day in Boston with the rabbis and Jodie Friedman for a
day of reflection and learning following the incidents of anti-Semitism in our schools last fall. Yachad Shabbat
gave our Religious School families the opportunity to celebrate Shabbat morning together in prayer, song,
and learning. Our Pre-Confirmation Family Trip spent an amazing seven days in Israel together. And finally,
just before the shut-down began, our confirmation students, under the direction of Joshua Briggs, put on a
thoughtful, funny, and entertaining Purimspheil.
Yes, there was more. And we were disappointed not to finish our year together in person. But, thinking back to
that first day, when we stood together in the courtyard with our Torah, I am reminded of what we taught you:
Torah comes in many forms. Yes, Torah is a scroll containing the Five Books of Moses. And there is also Torah
to be found in the stillness; Torah in the learning that comes out of time to slow down.
Our hope and prayer is that we will come together once again in September 2020, to start a new journey of
learning together as a community.
Wishing you all health, happiness, and safety,
Rabbi Gordon and Jodie Friedman
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ECC UPDATES
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The ECC at Hevreh will provide full-day childcare for infants and
toddlers. Our experienced teaching team form the foundation of our
nurturing, creative, vibrant, and developmentally appropriate program.
Each of our educators shares a love of children and all bring with them
a diversity of strengths. In addition to the profiles below, you can check
out Hevreh’s Facebook page as we make our presence known virtually
through songs, stories, and activities. Please welcome our exceptional
teaching team.
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Hello Hevreh community! My name is Zoe Koza and I am one of the teachers
at the Early Childhood Center. I am very excited to be a part of the Hevreh
experience. I was born and raised in the small Berkshire town of Cheshire,
Massachusetts and now live in Pittsfield. I am a graduate of Berkshire
Community College and received my B.A from Bay Path University with a
concentration in child development and psychology. My work experience
includes three years as an infant and toddler teacher at 18 Degrees, formerly
Berkshire Children and Family, as well as the Head Start program. I have also
participated in internships at an early intervention and a Montessori program.
As a huge STEM education enthusiast, I love hands-on learning and inquisitive
play. When I am not in the classroom, my hobbies include drawing, embroidery,
reading, and baking. I live with my partner and two cats in Pittsfield.
Hello, my name is Sarah Daunt, I grew up in Coastal South Carolina and
graduated from the University of South Carolina. The past several years I have
been living in the Berkshires. For over ten years I have taught children yoga,
dance, and movement and have assisted as a caregiver to many families. My
enthusiasm for the outdoors, play, and creativity inspire me as an educator.
It is exciting to be a part of an amazing teaching team as I look forward to
continuing to provide safe and fun environments for kids to explore and grow.
Hello, my name is Shanekia Richmond and I am very fortunate to have lived in
three beautiful countries so far. First, I was born in a beautiful tropical South
American country called Guyana, then my family and I migrated to Barbados
“the gem of the Caribbean” and now, I am here, in America, pursuing my
career dreams as a Teacher and Early Childhood Educator. Throughout most
of my adult life, I’ve had the opportunity to work in a Montessori classroom,
be a nanny to some amazing families and even a babysitter with little angels
ranging from 6 months to 10 years old. Studying and working in the Early
Childhood Education field has always been my passion and becoming a
Teacher at Hevreh of Southern Berkshire makes my love of teaching more
fulfilling and will in turn, inspire me to be a balanced mother and teacher. I am
truly blessed to be here, and I can’t wait to meet all the amazing children and
their families. I should also mention that I have an energetic, fun loving and
bubbly two-year-old son. His name is Milo and to date, he is hands down my
greatest accomplishment in life.
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Donations
CARING COMMITTEE

MADRICH YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP

Auriel Rosenberg

Barry & Carol Beyer

Hilda & Marty Levine

On the occasion of Afikomen Tzedakah

In honor of Mindy & Jeff Schultz, with
appreciation and much affection

In memory of Sidney Freund’s mother,
Fanny Freund

Gail Moskowitz

In memory of Joan Goldberg Munch’s mother,
Norma Goldberg

In memory of Bradley Minnen’s mother,
Faith Minnen

Lois & Michael Storch

In memory of Michael Symons’ sister,
Sonya Goldsmith

Tom & Suzanne Sawyer

Rebecca Wolin
In memory of Sharon Schroeder

In honor of Shayna Sawyer, on the occasion
of her graduation from URI

In honor of Sheila Drill’s big birthday
In memory of Robert Storch

Marvin & David Bass
In memory of Norma Goldberg

In memory of Robert Drucker

In honor of Donovan Sawyer, on the occasion
of her graduation from the Army National
Guard Military Police Training

Ellen Heffan

In memory of Norma Goldberg

In memory of Norma Goldberg

In memory of Nana Gussie Alder

SOCIAL ACTION FUND

In memory of Michael Symons’ sister,
Sonya Goldsmith

Shelley Rolf

Carol & Barry Beyer

In memory of Robert Drucker

in memory of Norma Goldberg

In memory of Rabbi Eric Yoffie’s wife, Amy

Susan Abramowitz & Aaron Gurwitz
In memory of Morton Grossman

Bette & Phillip Gladstone

Bette & Phillip Gladstone

EARLY CHILDHOOD
CENTER FUND

In memory of Joan Goldberg Munch’s mother,
Norma Goldberg

In memory of Gussie Adler

Lois & Michael Storch

MUSIC FUND

In memory of Sol Storch

Ronda Carnegie & Jack Meyers

Rebecca Wolin

In memory of Sandra Greenspoon

In memory of Michael Symons’ sister, Sonya
Goldsmith

GENERAL FUND

PRAYERBOOK FUND

Bob & Carole Landau

Rebecca Wolin

In memory of Sid Freund’s mother,
Fanny Freund

In memory of Claire Fox’s husband, Greg

Sandra & Morton Josel
In memory of Sandra’s sister, Sylvia Mintzer

Mr. Mark Goldfus
The Barrington Foundation
David & Lorna Strassler
Sharon Hotchkiss

Tom & Suzanne Sawyer
In honor of Bette and Philip Gladstone
In memory of Dora and Charles Gladstone

In honor of Bette & Phil Gladstone
In memory of Dora & Charles Gladstone

In memory of Grace & Louis Gottlieb

RABBI GORDON’S
DISCRETIONARY FUND

Arlene & Gary Schiff

Auriel Rosenberg

In honor of Janet Lee

On the occasion of Afikomen Tzedakah

Elihu Katzman

Tom & Suzanne Sawyer

In memory of Michael Symons’ sister,
Sonya Goldsmith

In honor of the 2020 Class Trip to Israel

In memory of Joan Goldberg Munch’s mother,
Norma Goldberg

HEVREH KADISHA FUND

Gail Moskowitz
In honor of Marilyn Katzman’s 80th birthday

Rebecca Wolin

RABBI HIRSCH’S
DISCRETIONARY FUND

In honor of Heidi Katz for her generosity

Harold & Denyse Adler
In memory of Peter Drucker’s father,
Robert Drucker

TU B’SHVAT
Marion Adler
In memory of Phyllis Weiss

SORROWS
Our heartfelt Condolences go
out to…
Richard, Peter, Hilary, Kristen, Anna,
Sarah, Sam, and Ian on the passing
of Richard and Peter’s father, Robert
Sarah, Jeffrey, Irit, and Dalia
Blaugrund on the passing of Sarah’s
uncle, Robert
Josh Bloom, Rabbi Jodie Gordon,
Lola, and Golide Gordon-Bloom on
the passing of Josh’s uncle, Robert
Joan Goldberg Munch, Bob, Jacob,
Danny, and Aliza Munch on the
passing of Joan’s mother, Norma
Michael and Arlene Symons on the
passing of Michael’s sister, Sonya
Goldsmith
Josh Cutler on the passing of his
wife, Jessica Cutler
Sid and Lisa Freund, on the passing
of Sid’s mother, Fanny
Bradley Minnen and Bonnie Saks,
on the passing of Bradley’s mother,
Faith “Goobie”

In memory of Sid Freund’s mother,
Fanny Freund
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OPEN YEAR-ROUND!
Great Barrington • 413.528.0100 • mahaiwe.org

Eco Dry Cleaners & Tailoring
(413) 528-0004
165 Main Street
Great Barrington, MA 01230

Organic Dry Cleaning

~ No more Bacteria
~ No more Odor
~ Rinses Clean with No Irritating Residue

Professional Tailoring

Birches-Roy Funeral Home
Joe Roy, Funeral Director & Embalmer - Type 3
Tim Roy, Funeral Director & Embalmer - Type 6
33 South Street, Great Barrington, MA 01230
birchesroyfuneralservices.com
413-528-3080 Fax 413-528-5229 birroyfh@gmail.com
Life at Hevreh May - Jun 2020

Fur & Rug Cleaning
~ Oriental & Handmade

Shoe & Zipper Repair
~ 35 Years of Experience

Home Decoration

~ Wedding and Party Dresses

BR

Mon-Fri: 8 am-5:30 pm
Sat: 9 am - 3 pm

~ Custom Made Curatins & Drapery

.

.

CAMPOLI MONTELEONE MOZIAN
Attorneys
at Law
Attorneys
at Law

MATTHEW MOZIAN
mmozian@campolilaw.com
268 Main Street
Great Barrington, MA 01230
(413) 528-5522

www.campolilaw.com
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YOUR FULL SERVICE TRAVEL AGENCY
CALL TODAY
For all your travel needs, contact
Ambassador Tours, your San
Francisco family owned &
operated travel agency since 1955.

Larry Friedman, CTC
Lenox, MA

WE OFFER

 
     


     
    
 
  

800.989.9000

Mon-Thu 11am-7pm • Fri 11am-3pm
Eastern Standard Time
You’ll Travel Better For Less
w w w.a mba ssa d ortours.c om

AHAIWE
MC
HIROPRACTIC
EALTH
H
& SERVICES
Dr. Lawrence Bronstein
Chiropractor, Board Certified Nutritionist

15 Mahaiwe Street
Great Barrington, MA 01230

(413) 528-2948
www.DrBronstein.com

Finnerty & Stevens
Funeral Home, Inc.
Four generations caring for our community.
426 Main Street •Great Barrington, MA 01230
(413)528-1900
Visit us at www.finnertyandstevens.com
Director • Meghan L. Finnerty

“I Save
You
Time
and
Money!”

From NYC to the Berkshires—
All of your real estate needs.
Andrew Gordon
Licensed Associate RE Broker
andrew.gordon@compass.com
516.241.2947

BUYING? BUILDING? REMODELING?

“You can rely on Howard for his wealth of experience.
I recommend involving him early on for optimal
results.” — Jeff, Alford client

917- 5 59 -4961
413-528-1576

hmchezar@gmail.com www.howardchezar.com
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Puppet Play and Play Date at Steiner School
Saturday 4/7 • 10:30am
RE RE
C
SHI
Steiner Spring Classroom Tour
Friday 5/12 • 9-11am

OR

RK

THE
BEST
EA

R

HOME CONSULTANT

Free Puppet Play for Young Children
Matrushka, Great Barrington
Saturday 3/10 • 10:30am and 11:30am

D

Howard Chezar

GREAT BARRINGTON RUDOLF STEINER SCHOOL

2017

DE

IC

E

1 HOUR CONSULTATION ADDRESSES YOUR
QUESTIONS & PROVIDES PRACTICAL ADVICE.

BE

Is this house right for me?
How much should my remodel cost?
Is my contractor being cost efficient?

RS’ CHO

Waldorf Education in the Berkshires
413.528.4015 • gbrss.org

hevreh.org

510 WARREN ST. GALLERY
HUDSON, NY
Fridays & Saturdays: 12-6 & Sundays: 12-5
Featuring
PAINTINGS BY NINA LIPKOWITZ
PHOTOS BY JOHN LIPKOWITZ

67 State Road
Great Barrington, MA 01230
413.528.5550
www.pawshbudd

ies.com

Quality All Natural Pet Food & Treats
Wholesome Raw Frozen Diets
Toys - Accessories - Supplies

CONTEMPORARY ART GALLERY

67 State Road
Gt. Barrington, MA 01230

Great Barrington ● (413) 645-3421 ● www.bernayfineart.com

413.528.5550
www.pawshbuddies.com
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