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FROM THE RABBI

PURIMSHPEIL

RABBI JODIE GORDON

2020 LOOK BACK

MONDAY, MARCH 9, 6:00 PM
Hevreh’s 9-12 graders will take us back in
time with Esther, Mordecai and Haman. This
show is sure to make you laugh, and make
you think.
Together we’ll read Megillat Esther, shake our
graggers, and nosh on hamentashen.
All are welcome and costumes are
encouraged!!

A Very Frozen

Purim Carnival
Sunday, March 15, 11:45 am
Elsa, Anna, and Olaf invite you to
Arendelle for a special Frozen Purim
celebration!
This year’s carnival will feature
games, entertainment and food, plus
the chance to win special prizes.
Come as your favorite
Frozen character!

The Kids are Alright
There’s a beautiful teaching in the Talmud that I have been
thinking about a lot lately.
Rabbi Yehoshua ben Chananiah said “Once a child got the
better of me.” He continued, “I was traveling, and I met with
a child at a crossroads. I asked him, ‘which way to the city?’
and he answered: ‘This way is short and long, and this way is
long and short.’”I took the ‘short and long’ way. I soon reached
the city but found my approach obstructed by gardens and
orchards. So I retraced my steps and said to the child: ‘My son,
did you not tell me that this is the short way?’ Answered the
child: ‘Did I not tell you that it is also long?’” (Talmud, Eruvin
53b)
As Rabbi Hirsch mentioned in his letter in our last bulletin, we
have been contending with hatred and bias in this community,
most recently through the experiences of our own Hevreh
students in their middle school. What started as a “middle
school problem” quickly unfurled, revealing itself to be a
reflection of our community at large--- making it ‘our problem.’
Over these last months, we have pushed the edges of our
greater Berkshire communities’ capacity for self-reflection,
and wrestled with paving a way forward. Together with clergy
partners across the spectrum, as well as leadership from the
Berkshire Hills Regional School District, we have had the
opportunity to sit with students, parents, and community
leaders, and practice the sacred art of listening.
With all that listening, I want to share my major takeaway with
you all: the kids are alright. The young people growing up
here at Hevreh have shown us time and again that they are
thoughtful and resilient. Like the child in Rabbi Yehoshua ben
Chananiah’s story, our young people are demonstrating that
there is beauty to be found on this ‘long way’ that they have
been forced to take. Over the last couple of months, they have
doubled down, taking on leadership roles in their schools and
here at Hevreh.
And so, a few highlights of just how our young people are
thriving, both here at Hevreh and in the greater community:

They concluded their day by using Jewish ritual to create a
place to put all of those big questions, worries and thoughts,
and following a group hand washing ritual, many chose to
immerse in the mikveh at Mayyim Hayyim. This was not
your average Jewish youth group field trip, and I came out of
it with a great deal of hope for our young people.
• Five of our teens have been participating in a year-long
program called RTI (Research Training Internship) that I have
been leading. Using the basic tenets of Participatory Action
Research (PAR), they will be conducting house meetings
with their peers (ie Jewish teens from all over South County,
including those who do not currently participate in teen
programming at Hevreh) to answer their big question: “How
do you want to be Jewish?” They have shown immense
dedication and enthusiasm for this project, which will result
in them creating a recommendation for teen programs at
Hevreh for the future.
• Two of our Hevreh teens participate in the ADL “World of
Difference ‘’ program at Monument Valley Middle School.
Last month, I had the honor of participating in a program that
they led at the middle school. They are part of a group of 15
middle school students who, through their participation in
the ADL program, were able to run a “fishbowl style” program
attended by Berkshire County clergy and community
leaders. It was a remarkable reminder of the wisdom that
these young people already have for designing a future that
is more inclusive, more loving, and more just.
And so, we might be on the “short and long” route, or perhaps
the “long and short” route, but this much is clear to me: no
matter which road we take, we have much to gain by allowing
our young people to lead the way.
Warmly,
Rabbi Gordon

• In January, 14 Jewish teens and a small group of parents from
around the Berkshires traveled to Boston for the day with
me, Rabbi Hirsch and Jodie Friedman, which was generously
underwritten by our members, Carol and Steve Targum.
They engaged with Jeremy Burton, Executive Director of
the Jewish Community Relations Council in a high level
conversation on anti-semitism here in Massachusetts
today. Their questions and responses were thoughtful and
articulate. They pariticpated in a brilliant training on antisemitism and anti-racisim led by Emilia Diamant, where they
truly led the conversation; sharing personal experiences,
and asking big questions about they roles they want to play
in creating change.
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SHABBAT AT HEVREH
Friday, March 6
Saturday, March 7

Friday, March 13

Shabbat Services 6 pm
Shabbat Service and Torah Study 10 am
Parashat Zachor
Shabbat Services & Farewell to Janet Lee 6 pm

Neil P.G. Hirsch
Rabbi
Jodie Gordon
Rabbi & Education Director

Saturday, March 14

Torah Study and Breakfast 10 am
Parashat Parah

Deborah Zecher
Rabbi Emerita

Friday, March 20

Israel Talk Back and Community Shabbat hosted
by 6th & 7th grade 6 pm

ADMINISTRATIVE
STAFF

Saturday, March 21

Tot Shabbat 9 am
Shabbat Singing Circle 10 am
Parashat Vayakhel

Friday, March 27

Shabbat Services 6:00 pm

Saturday, March 28

Shira Yoga 10 am
Parashat Vayikra

Friday, April 3
Saturday, April 4

Shabbat Services & B’nai Mitzvah class of 5781
Blessing 6 pm

Ellen Marcus
Early Childhood Center Director
Jodie Friedman
Program Associate

Shabbat Services 6 pm

Saturday, April 11

Shabbat Services and Torah Study 10 am
Shabbat shel Pesach

Alan Kaufman
Secretary

Matz Brei Beit Midrash 10 am
Parashat Shemini

Rebecca Wolin		
Treasurer

Julie Kalt Gale
Vice President
Michele Krieg Bauer		
Vice President

Saturday, April 25

Tot Shabbat 9 am
Shabbat Singing Circle 10 am

Suzanne Sawyer
Immediate Past President

413.528.6378
413.528.0454 (fax)

Celebrate Passover with your Hevreh family.   Rabbis Hirsch
and Gordon will be leading a family friendly Passover
Seder using Hevreh’s haggadah, A Night to Remember. A
catered meal will be provided by Simon’s Catering.  Advance
registration is required. Sign up at Hevreh.org

Monday, March 9, 6 pm

PURIMSHPEIL & MEGILLAH READING

Friday, May 1, 6 pm

WELCOME SHABBAT
Hevreh means community, and what better way to celebrate
the Shabbat, than by being with one another? Join us on May
1 as we welcome and bless new members to our community,
and welcome back many members who have been away from
the Berkshires for the last season. All are welcome!

Hosted by our 6th and 7th grade classes and families, our final
Community Shabbat dinner for the school year will feature a
short, musical Kabbalat Shabbat service, catered dinner, and
a special program with our 8th grade/Pre-Confirmation class
who will be reporting back on their Israel trip.
Please RSVP in advance. Sponsored by the Grinspoon
Foundation.

John Lipkowitz
Vice President
Matt Mozian
Vice President			

Great Barrington, MA 01230

All are welcome to join us on Friday evening for Kabbalat
Shabbat Services, during which we’ll have the opportunity to
thank Janet for her impact on our community over the years.
A festive oneg will follow.

ISRAEL TALK BACK & COMMUNITY SHABBAT
		

Shabbat Service with Yizkor 6 pm

HEVREH OF SOUTHERN
BERKSHIRE

SECOND NIGHT PASSOVER SEDER

Friday, March 20, 6 pm

Friday, April 24

The Berkshire Minyan meets weekly at Hevreh on Saturday mornings for
Shabbat Services at 9:30 am

FAREWELL CELEBRATION FOR JANET LEE

Take a look back at 2020 with Hevreh’s confirmation class.  
It’s sure to be a blast!  Groggers and Hamentashen for all.  

BOARD

Friday, April 10

Saturday, April 18

Thursday, April 9, 5:30 pm

Rebecca Wagner
Clergy Assistant

Rik Kabel
President

Shabbat Services 6 pm

Friday, March 13, 6 pm

Janet Lee
Executive Director

Shabbat Service and Torah Study 10 am
Hagigat Torah: A Celebration of Torah
Parashat Tzav

Friday, April 17

SHABBAT & HOLIDAY CELEBRATIONS

RABBINIC STAFF

Nerissa Bardfeld
Carol Beyer
Hinda Bodinger
Rob Cohen
Larry Frankel
Betsy Gross
Brian Grossman
Deborah Harris
Elihu Katzman
Jeff Lazarus
Terri Sash
Lisa Sloane

info@hevreh.org
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Religious School Information

Sunday, April 26, 10 am

YACHAD YOM HA’ATZMAUT:
HAPPY BIRTHDAY, ISRAEL!
Join us as we celebrate Israel’s 73rd birthday in
style! Stay tuned for more details.

Monday, March 9, 6 pm

Friday, April 3, 4:30 pm - 7:30 pm

PURIMSHPEIL:
2020 LOOKBACK
Join the confirmation class on a thrilling
theatrical journey, back in time, at this year’s
annual Purimshpeil. Under the wise direction
of Joshua Briggs, our teens will take us back in
time with Esther, Mordecai and Haman with a
show that is sure to make you laugh, and make
you think. As part of our Purim celebration, we’ll
hear Megillat Esther read, shake our graggers,
and nosh hamantashen. All are welcome!

B’NAI MITZVAH FAMILY MEETING
& HAGIGAT SIDDUR

Saturday, March 21, 5 pm

Our 5781 B’not Mitzvah class and their families
will join us for a special Torah-focused family
learning session and Shabbat dinner. During
Shabbat services that evening, our 5781 B’not
Mitzvah students will receive their siddur (prayer
book) and a special celebratory blessing.

A night for all Jewish 8-12 graders.

Sunday, March 15, 11:45 am

A VERY FROZEN
PURIM CARNIVAL
Elsa, Anna, and Olaf invite you to Arendelle for
a special Frozen Purim celebration! This year’s
carnival will feature games, entertainment and
food, plus the chance to win special prizes. Each
year, our Purim Carnival is led by our 7th and 8th
grade students, a we are certain this year will be
one of our best yet! Tickets are 10 for $5, with a
portion of proceeds going to tzedakah!

Sunday, April 5, 10 am

YACHAD PASSOVER:
IT’S MIRIAM’S TURN
This year, our Family Passover programming
will lift up Miriams’ voice, and the role of women
in the Exodus. Through text study, storytelling
and art making, families will experience the
connection between freedom and joy.

ANNUAL SHUL-IN!
Come to Hevreh for a fun night in. Led by our
teen interns, we’ll close Shabbat with Havdalah,
play games, cook dinner, watch movies, and
hang out.
For teens not staying for school on
Sunday, March 22, pickup is at 8:30 am
Teens are expected to bring everything they
need to spend the night including a sleeping
bag and pillow pajamas a change of clothing
for the next day toiletries and medication.
All participants will be expected to sign a brit
kehilah (code of conduct) once they’ve entered
the space.
Be on the lookout for a waiver for guardians to
sign up teens, and contact Jodie Friedman at
jfriedman@hevreh.org for more information.

March 21 and April 25
Saturdays,
Yachad Yom Ha’atsmaut - 10 am
Yachad Passover - again 10 am
Start your Saturday with joyful Shabbat singing,
movement, storytelling, and more! Rabbi Gordon,
Rabbi Hirsch and student cantor Gabe Snyder look
forward sharing Shabbat together with you and
your family each month. As always, we welcome
interfaith families, GLBTQ families, nursing moms,
babies and siblings of all ages, grandparents
and special people, new members, first timers,
neighbors and friends.
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Sundays, March 15 & April 19

TINY TALMIDIM
Tiny Talmidim is a wonderful way for families
to experience living on Jewish time, together.
This parent-child program is an interactive time
of Jewish learning, activities, and snacks that is
most appropriate for preschool-aged children
or younger who are able to sit through a story
and participate in activities.. Teacher Terri Sash
engages children and families in hands-on
learning that is joyful, meaningful, and fun!
Questions? Be in touch!

hevreh.org

Sunday, April 5,
immediately after Yachad Passover

5/6/7 BOWLING &
PRE-PASSOVER PIZZA PARTY
All 5th, 6th and 7th graders are invited for an
afternoon of fun with the rabbis at The Cove!
We’ll enjoy a pizza lunch, and two games of
bowling. Please RSVP to Jodie Friedman at
jfriedman@hevreh.org
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HEVREH HAPPENINGS
Every Wednesday, 11:45 am

Sundays | March 22, May 3, 10:45-11:45 am

LUNCH N’ LEARN WITH RABBI HIRSCH

PARENT YOGA AT HEVREH

Come lunch and learn with other members of Hevreh, each and every Wednesday. Led by Rabbi Hirsch, we
are studying the Book of Judges. Now having consistently met for over a year, the water is warm and welcome
to anyone who wants to dive in. No prior knowledge is necessary, just an interest in having thoughtful
conversation with one another. We will soon conclude our study of Judges. If you have other suggestions
for what you would like to learn in these sessions, please reach out to Rabbi Hirsch at nhirsch@hevreh.org.

Come unwind with Nerissa Bardfeld and recharge with an hour of slow-flow yoga! Join us for a relaxing
morning of in the sun-filled sanctuary.
This class will integrate Kripalu-style Hatha yoga with a Vinyasa flow. We will cultivate flexibility and build
strength as we move into asana with intention and deepen the connection between breath and body. This
class is for both beginner and intermediate practitioners.
Bring water and a mat if you have one, extra mats are at Hevreh.
Please email Nerissa at bardfeld@yahoo.com with any questions.

Thursday, March 5, 2 pm-4 pm

CAKE DECORATING 101
This is a one-time only opportunity to learn the art of cake decorating. Brought to you by our weEngage
committee, the $40 per person fee covers everything you need.  Please sign up by calling Hevreh at 413528-6378 or email Cheryl Binder at acbinder@gmail.com.  Space is limited.

Sunday, April 5, 4:30 pm

ANNUAL ROSH CHODESH WOMEN’S SEDER
Our annual seder will once again be hosted by Amy Lindner-Lesser at her lovely Rookwood Inn in Lenox.
We hope that the usual attendees, and those who have never had the pleasure of joining us, will sign up
for this wonderful celebration. An email will be sent out in March to those on the Rosh Chodesh list with
details of the event and RSVP information. If you are not currently on the email list, please email Michele
Krieg Bauer at talktome8888@ymail.com and she will gladly add you to the list.

A Special Purim Lunch n’ Learn with Rabbi Gordon
Thursday, March 5, 11:00 am - 1 pm

“ON WOMEN, MEN, POWER AND ANGER”
SUGGESTED DONATION: $10. LIGHT LUNCH WILL BE SERVED.
Can anger be ethical? We’ll consider this, and other questions at this special Purim discussion and study
session on women, men, power and anger, based on two core texts: Rebecca Traister’s Good and Mad:
The Revolutionary Power of Women’s Anger, and Talmud Berakhot 51A. Rabbi Gordon suggests you read
Traister’s book ahead of time, but it is not required. All are welcome!

Thursday-Sunday, July 23-26

Sunday, March 15, 4 pm

On Friday, July 24th we will welcome the authors of The Newish Jewish Encyclopedia:
From Abraham to Zabar’s following Shabbat evening services.

SAVE THE DATE
The Berkshire Jewish Festival of Books is taking shape. On the opening night Thursday, July 23rd - we will jointly present a program on Anti-Racism with Bard College
at Simon’s Rock, which will be held as a community event at the Daniel Arts Center at
Simon’s Rock.

AN AFTERNOON AT THE MOVIES

And on Sunday morning, July 26th we will present a program on Jewish Farming in
the Berkshires with Elisa and Robert Bildner, authors of The Berkshires Farm Table
Cookbook, local Jewish farming expert Steve Pyenson, and several local Jewish farmers.

Our last movie event will feature the hilarious “To Be or Not to Be” starring Mel Brooks.  Spend the afternoon
with friends, enjoying snacks on the house and laughing to this timeless comedy.

Stay tuned for more details on these and other festival events soon!
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STAFF TRANSITION UPDATES

RITUAL SPEAKS

In late January, we shared by email that this March we would be
saying farewell to Janet Lee, after 9 years of service to Hevreh
as our Temple Administrator and Executive Director. We hope
all will join us on Friday evening, March 13 at 6:00 pm for a
special Kabbalat Shabbat Services, during which we’ll have the
opportunity to thank Janet for her impact on our community
over the years.
Janet’s departure means that our staff team has also been in
transition. We want to let you know of some changes that are
coming this month:

• Rebecca Wagner, who has served as our Clergy Assistant
for the last year and a half, has been promoted to Office
Manager. Rebecca will now be in the synagogue office
twenty hours per week. She will continue to support the
rabbis and staff team, and take care of your needs within
the congregation.
Thank you to Rik Kabel, Suzanne Sawyer, and Rebecca Wolin
who have worked with Rabbis Hirsch and Gordon to conduct
our hiring and promotion process, assuring a smooth transition.

BOARD NOTES
It has been an eventful winter, and we are
not through with it.
Our Executive Director has resigned to
take a position as Executive Director
at Main Line Reform Temple in
Wynnewood, Pennsylvania. Our loss will
be their gain. We have had a wonderful
nine years with her professional
leadership, and longer still with her
family as members. We will certainly
miss her energy and knowledge. Janet
will be leaving on March 13, and we will
be celebrating her time with us, sharing
memories, and sending her off to her new
job at our Kabbalat Shabbat oneg on that
evening.
The Early Childhood Center at Hevreh is
about to open!
We have strengthened our relationship
with the Berkshire Minyan this winter,
and are looking forward to further work
with them through the year.

In December we announced an
assessment to cover the significant
added costs of security for Hevreh. As
we said in the assessment letter, we
have been paying for police protection at
services and large events, and we have
begun improvements to the physical
infrastructure. These were not foreseen
in last year’s budgeting and money must
be raised to pay for them. Sadly, as we
write this, many of our members have
not paid. Perhaps it was not clear in the
initial letter that the payment was due
immediately, and for that we apologize.
A follow-up invoice has been sent for
the outstanding payments. We hope that
you can pay the assessment in full, but
please work with us if you cannot.
We certainly do not want to use
assessments to cover all of the security
costs that face us. We have applied
for a grant from a newly-announced
Massachusetts program for non-profit
security funding and are hopeful of being
awarded money under that program.
That money, if received, will cover some

of the most urgent improvements called
for in our security audit. But whether we
receive it or not, there are more funds
needed, and we will continue to seek
outside sources to cover these expenses.
As we move forward into the final two
months of this fiscal year and looking
towards our next budget year please
consider all that Hevreh means to you
and your family and to the community.
We need your continued support in dues,
fundraising and your participation in
Hevreh’s many programs and events to
keep Hevreh strong, vibrant and thriving.
Finally, we see that Purim is rapidly
approaching, and Passover is not far
behind. These are both reasons for
celebrating our heritage with friends
and family. Look for Hevreh emails
for information on the school-led
Purimshpiel and on our second Seder.
And since there will not be another
bulletin before then, we will take this
opportunity to wish you a chag Purim
sameach and chag Pesach sameach!

FROM CANTORIAL INTERN

GABE SNYDER
Hevreh is a special place. Nestled in a small but vibrant community in a
breathtakingly beautiful location, Hevreh defines sacred space for me. When
Jacob awoke from his dream with the ladder, he exclaimed, “Mah nora hamakom
hazeh”—“how awe-inspiring is this place.” I cannot think of a better description for
this community. That said, the name itself, Hevreh, referring to a society or a group
of friends, is not about the space at all, but about the people within. When I arrive at
Hevreh for a weekend, I am warmly greeted by a multiplicity of community members,
making me feel at home. When I am on the bima and can feel the support and hear
the voices of the kahal, I know I am in a holy space. Even when I call the synagogue
and Jodie Friedman answers the phone, “Shalom, Hevreh; this is Jodie,” it puts a
smile on my face, knowing that I am part of a strong, vibrant, supportive, friendly, and
sacred community.
I have grown so much at Hevreh, both on and off the bima. The support of the
community and its willingness to try new ideas, letting me experiment with different
ideas and styles, has allowed me to improve both my skills and my confidence
as a leader of prayer. On the other side of the lectern, forging relationships with
congregants has greatly influenced my perspective of what a sacred community
is and the clergy’s role within it. Finally, the mentorship of Rabbi Gordon and Rabbi
Hirsch has been invaluable, guiding me through new terrain, teaching me best
practices, supporting me both in the cantorial internship and at school, and giving
me countless opportunities to learn and grow.
The role of the cantor is, in my view, based on two fundamental goals: preserving
and transmitting our collective ritual tradition, and making meaning for our
congregants, taking the written liturgy and bringing it to life, inspiring sacred
moments for our communities. Whenever I choose a tune, create a service outline,
or bring a new idea to the Rabbis, these are the goals I have in mind. I sincerely
hope that I have accomplished these goals, at least once for each member of our
community. I hope that there has been a moment of worship that has inspired
something with you, either through the musical qualities of a piece, the feeling of
singing with a community as one voice, or those moments of ancestral tradition,
bringing our collective past into the present. I am slowly learning how to best
accomplish these goals, keeping in mind that different things will do it for different
people. At Hevreh, I have the perfect community in which to try new ideas,
experiment with old, and keep trying to be the best cantor that I can be.
I am so excited to return to Hevreh for another year. I have learned so much, but I am
so far from done. I know that this community brings out the best in me. Thank you
so much for being the warm, supportive, welcoming, and friendly community you
are. More than anything, I love that this community participates, full-out, in anything
we do, always open to trying something new. Please keep singing.

Why does Hevreh engage a
Cantorial Intern? Our Cantorial
Internship is a two-way street.
It gives our congregation
an additional liturgical voice
(literally!), provides our
students with youthful energy
and creativity in their musical
programming, and affords
our Rabbis the opportunity to
serve as mentors to the next
generation of Reform clergy.
Additionally, it gives Hevreh
an active presence in the URJ
educational system. Knowing
the importance of the
Cantorial Internship to Hevreh,
we asked our Student Cantor
Gabe Snyder how he views his
tenure with us.

B‘Shirah,
Student Cantor Gabe Snyder
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SOCIAL JUSTICE IN ACTION
COMMITTEE NEWS

ECC UPDATES
In advance of opening its doors, the Early Childhood Center (ECC) at Hevreh,
was officially dedicated in February. This ceremony provided an opportunity
for us to acknowledge the many people who contributed to making the vision
of an early childhood center come to fruition and to share our hopes for its
future success.
We are grateful to everyone who contributed towards the early childhood
center-making gifts of the heart that showed us that this community was
behind us. In addition to financial gifts, many gave of their time and labor, and
were very involved in the extensive planning required.
Like the old man in the Midrash story, who planted a fig tree for the benefit
of his children but with no expectation of living long enough to eat
the fruit, we too are planting the seeds for our own type of
garden. The ECC will be a place where children can grow and
be loved and thrive. Lev the Leaf, our happy, smiling leaf
logo, reflects our desire for children to be nurtured and
nourished, growing as part of the larger communities in
which we live – Hevreh and the Berkshires.
Open to families of all backgrounds, our early childhood
center will provide full day childcare for infants and
toddlers in a vibrant, loving, and creative environment.
Through thoughtful play and engaging materials, we
will foster exploration and cultivate children’s natural
curiosity. Our goal is to lay the foundation for children to
become independent, caring, thoughtful, and responsible
individuals. We want to grow the kind of people who will make
the thoughtful decisions needed for our world’s future.
By planting the seeds of the ECC we will create an environment for our
children and our children’s children to flourish. Following is the special
blessing given at the dedication:

We are very happy to let you know that the last month or
so has been extremely active in the area of social justice.
Hopefully some of you were able to participate in the
Yachad Day of Service on January 19.  It was an amazing
day, beginning with a service and song led by our clergy and
clergy from Grace Episcopal Church (Great Barrington) and
Christ Trinity Church (Sheffield).  We then took part in several
projects, such as making fleece blankets for the Immigrant
Center, a meal for Construct, and backpacks for women
leaving the correctional facility in Chicopee.  The event ended
with a nice lunch where we were able to get to know some of
the people from the other congregations.
We have had three informational/ interest meetings in
January. The attendees were very passionate, knowledgeable
and had some good ideas for projects we can do.
IMMIGRATION:  
On February 20, Hevreh will help with a program called
Breaking the Ice, in collaboration with VIM, BCC, and other
groups working with the immigrant community. The event,
held at Hevreh, and will be an opportunity for Berkshire
immigrants to socialize with one another and for the
organizers to learn what needs are unmet.
HUMAN RIGHTS:   
We plan to focus on racial justice, access to health care in the
Berkshires, aging and inclusion. Participants were willing to
do more research to find out how we can best partner with
other organizations in the community in these areas.

Act forum on reproductive rights, held on Sunday February
9, sponsored by Hevreh, Temple Anshe Amunim, South
Congregational Church and  other organizations.  Hopefully
by the time you read this, the Roe Act, to improve access to
abortion and reproductive care in MA, will be out of committee
and on the floor.
The chairs also met with Rabbi Gordon to learn about the
teens’ efforts in social justice – they are doing amazing
things.  They wrapped gifts for VIM at the winter holidays,
participated in Yachad Day of Service, had a sandwich club
for Yom Haatzmaot, which provided bag lunches to CHP, WIC
and the senior center.  The pre-confirmation class participated
in a Federation program, the Bnai Tzedek Youth Philanthropy
Project. They learned about the grant process, and were able
to provide grant money to the local Audubon Society and
Isabella Freedman Retreat Center for their efforts to engage
young people in the area of climate change.
We have decided that the most efficient way to work in
the area of social justice is to have fewer large committee
meetings and instead have people take on various projects,
forming their own subcommittees that are project based.
We welcome help from anyone who is interested in and
passionate about any of the areas mentioned above.  If you
were not able to get to the January meetings and want to get
involved in a particular area, please email committee chairs
Carol Noble (crnphd8352@gmail.com) or Michele Krieg Bauer
(talktome8888@ymail.com).

ACTION ALERT TEAM:  
This team will work on informing the congregation about bills
that are at a critical juncture and how we can weigh in on them.
We also discussed the critical area of voter registration and
access to voting – members will explore this more to find the
most productive way in which we can help.

Holy one of Blessing, in this space of discovery and joy may our children grow
in strength. May this space be one where curiosity is celebrated, and passions
are ignited.
May these little ones cultivate a lifelong love for learning, surrounded by
caring teachers and family to guide them on their paths of exploration.

The first activity in the area of important bills was the Roe

May these precious souls find confidence and strength as they grow and
change here, before our very eyes.
May this place be blessed with safety, joy, and peace.
We dedicate this space tonight, to all those whose lives will be nurtured by
this Early Childhood Center.
(written by Rabbi Jodie Gordon, inspired by “Dedication for ECC Playground”
by Rabbis Rachel and Max Miller)
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Simchot
and
Sorrows,
Oneg thank yous

Donations
CARING COMMITTEE

MADRICH YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND

Rabbis Neil & Liz P.G.Hirsch

Sandra & Larry Klein

Joan Rubin Gellert

In memory of Louis Grossman’s beloved wife,
Patti Grossman

In memory of Susan Cartun’s beloved
husband, Joel Cartun

In memory of Doris Bernstein Ruben’s
yahrzeit

EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER

Kindergarten and 1st grade Religious School Families

Barry & Carol Beyer

Julie and Peter Gale

In memory of Louis Grossman’s beloved wife,
Patti Grossman

MUSIC FUND

In memory of Susan Cartun’s beloved
husband, Joel Cartun

James Sinkoff

The Hevreh Choir
The Pre-Confirmation Class in honor of their trip to Israel

Billie & Daeman Di Stefano

SORROWS

A huge Mazel Tov goes out to…

Our heartfelt Condolences go out to…

In honor of their grandson, Spencer Reed
Kurlanzik Bar Mitzvah

In memory of Marvin & Alice Sinkoff

In honor of Rabbi Gordon

RABBI GORDON DISCRETIONARY

Arielle & Jeff Dufour

Michael Citrin & Tracy Mack

In honor of Hanukkah and Steve Picheny

S’MACHOT

SOCIAL ACTION FUND
Bette & Philip Gladstone
In memory of Dora & Charles Gladstone

Susan & Sidney Weinstein
In memory of Julie Gales mother,Lora
Leventhal Kalt

Nerissa Bardfield
Elie & Marilyn Katzman

In honor of Levi Citrin’s Bar Mitzvah

Mary Makuc

TRIBUTE & MEMORIAL

Robert & Linda Noonan

Kathy Ward & Helen Ward Cole
Given in good memory of Stan & Rebecca
Marcus

The Joseph H. & Carol F. Reich Fund
of the Berkshire Taconic Community
Foundation

Toby and Alan Morganstein on the upcoming wedding
of their granddaughter, Nikki

Ann Appelbaum and Neal Borowitz on the passing of
Ann’s mom,

GENERAL FUND

In honor of the birth of their grandson, Jacob
George Olson

Anne Schnesel on the engagement of her grandson

Paula Hartstein and Jon Levin on the passing of Paula’s
sister and uncle,

Diane Weinstein

James Sinkoff

With gratitude to Marion Adler

In memory of Marvin & Alice Sinkoff

Elie & Marilyn Katzman

Ken Gordon

In honor of Gayle Moskowitz and thank you
for a nice day

In honor of Samantha BG & Andrew Gordon in
memory of Nugget

John & Nina Lipkowitz

Elizabeth & Joey Baker

Ron & Shoshana Goldberg

TU BI’SHVAT FUND

Ronda Carnegie Myers and Jack Myers on the recent
engagement of Ronda’s daughter
Laurel and John Graney on the naming of their
grandson, Oliver
Catherine and Matthew Chester on the birth of their
daughter, Zoe Hannah

Sue and Peter Fish on the passing of Peter’s brother, Nick
Fish
Karen and Tim Gunnett-Shovalon the passing of Tim’s
mother,
Susan Cartun on the passing of her husband, Joel
Judy Levin on the passing of her husband, Howard

The Berkshires...
I Live It,
I Know It,
I Love It
Steve Erenburg

In memory of Tim Gunnet Shoval’s mother,

Bette & Philip Gladstone

413 663 0457

Richard Atwood Jr.
(413) 528-9671
(413) 329-3672 Cell
(413) 528-3927 Fax
Email: aacemeteryservices@gmail.com

RABBI HIRSCH DISCRETIONARY

Marion Adler

In honor of Donovan Sawyer’s graduation
from the National Guard’s basic training for
military police

John & Laurel Graney

In memory of Marion’s mother, Lillian
Friedman

In honor of their grandson Oliver’s naming
ceremony

Jan & Susan Weintraub

ADDITIONAL HHD APPEAL

Michael Citrin & Tracy Mack

Susan & Jack Tolin

In honor of Levi Citrin’s Bar Mitzvah

DONORS

Fern & Hillary Schrenell

Robert & Linda Noonan

Michael Gordon

In memory of Susan Cartun’s beloved
husband, Joel Cartun

In honor of the marriage of their son, Matthew
to Elizabeth Harmuth

John & Nina Lipkowitz

Joe Chiplock & Ron Goldberg

James Sinkoff

In memory of Joan Goldberg Munch’s father,
Melvin A. Goldberg

In memory of Marvin & Alice Sinkoff

James Sinkoff

Mark & Amy Blumkin

In memory of Marvin & Alice Sinkoff

In memory of lives lost this year to
anti-Semitism

Karen Eisen

Judy Karpen

Associate
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Peter Bodnar & Robin Weiser

THANK YOU TO OUR ONEG SPONSORS!

Mitchell Smilowitz
Rosalind Mae Reis
Robin & Peter Goldberg

In memory of Sy & Leah Karpen

LIBRARY FUND

Mitchell Smilowitz

Joan Rubin Gellert

In memory of Sidney N. Smilowitz

In memory of Doris Bernstein Ruben’s
yahrzeit

Chris Boyle
In honor of Clare Rosenberg

Jon Levin
Ron & Shoshana Goldberg
413 637 1086 lenox, ma
cohenwhiteassoc.com

hevreh.org
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YOUR FULL SERVICE TRAVEL AGENCY
CALL TODAY
For all your travel needs, contact
Ambassador Tours, your San
Francisco family owned &
operated travel agency since 1955.

Larry Friedman, CTC
Lenox, MA

OPEN YEAR-ROUND!

WE OFFER

 
     


     
    
 
  

800.989.9000

Mon-Thu 11am-7pm • Fri 11am-3pm
Eastern Standard Time
You’ll Travel Better For Less
w w w. amb as s ad o r t o ur s . co m

Great Barrington • 413.528.0100 • mahaiwe.org

AHAIWE
MC
HIROPRACTIC
EALTH
H
& SERVICES
Dr. Lawrence Bronstein
Chiropractor, Board Certified Nutritionist

15 Mahaiwe Street
Great Barrington, MA 01230

(413) 528-2948
www.DrBronstein.com

Eco Dry Cleaners & Tailoring
(413) 528-0004
165 Main Street
Great Barrington, MA 01230

Organic Dry Cleaning

~ No more Bacteria
~ No more Odor
~ Rinses Clean with No Irritating Residue

Professional Tailoring

Mon-Fri: 8 am-5:30 pm
Sat: 9 am - 3 pm
Fur & Rug Cleaning
~ Oriental & Handmade

Shoe & Zipper Repair
~ 35 Years of Experience

Home Decoration

~ Wedding and Party Dresses

~ Custom Made Curatins & Drapery

Finnerty & Stevens
Funeral Home, Inc.
Four generations caring for our community.
426 Main Street •Great Barrington, MA 01230
(413)528-1900
Visit us at www.finnertyandstevens.com
Director • Meghan L. Finnerty

“I Save
You
Time
and
Money!”

From NYC to the Berkshires—
All of your real estate needs.
Andrew Gordon
Licensed Associate RE Broker
andrew.gordon@compass.com
516.241.2947

BUYING? BUILDING? REMODELING?
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“You can rely on Howard for his wealth of experience.
I recommend involving him early on for optimal
results.” — Jeff, Alford client

MATTHEW MOZIAN
mmozian@campolilaw.com

Howard Chezar

268 Main Street
Great Barrington, MA 01230
(413) 528-5522

HOME CONSULTANT

917- 559 -4961
413-528-1576

www.campolilaw.com

hmchezar@gmail.com www.howardchezar.com

hevreh.org
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GREAT BARRINGTON RUDOLF STEINER SCHOOL
Free Puppet Play for Young Children
Matrushka, Great Barrington
Saturday 3/10 • 10:30am and 11:30am
Puppet Play and Play Date at Steiner School
Saturday 4/7 • 10:30am
RE RE
C
SHI
Steiner Spring Classroom Tour
Friday 5/12 • 9-11am

OR

RK

THE
BEST
EA

R

33 South Street, Great Barrington, MA 01230
birchesroyfuneralservices.com
413-528-3080 Fax 413-528-5229 birroyfh@gmail.com

Attorneys
at Law
Attorneys
at Law

1 HOUR CONSULTATION ADDRESSES YOUR
QUESTIONS & PROVIDES PRACTICAL ADVICE.

D

Joe Roy, Funeral Director & Embalmer - Type 3
Tim Roy, Funeral Director & Embalmer - Type 6

.

2017

DE

IC

E

Birches-Roy Funeral Home

.

CAMPOLI MONTELEONE MOZIAN

BE

BR

Is this house right for me?
How much should my remodel cost?
Is my contractor being cost efficient?

RS’ CHO

Waldorf Education in the Berkshires
413.528.4015 • gbrss.org
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Second
Night Seder
Thursday, April 9, 2020 5:30 pm
Led by Rabbis Hirsch and Gordon
Seder plates, matzoh,
ceremonial wine
and grape juice will be provided.
All are welcome.
Catered by Simon’s Catering
Advanced Registration Required by Friday, April 3
Adults: $40, Children ages 6-12: $18
Children 5 and under: free
Financial support is available, call the Hevreh Office at 413-528-6378

Sign up online at Hevreh.org

510 WARREN ST. GALLERY

YOM HA’SHOAH - HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE DAY

HUDSON, NY

Free Film Screening and Memorial Candle Lighting

Fridays & Saturdays: 12-6 & Sundays: 12-5
Featuring
PAINTINGS BY NINA LIPKOWITZ
PHOTOS BY JOHN LIPKOWITZ

http://image.pbs.org/video-assets/pbs/irena-sendler/16846/images/Mezzanine_800.jpg

67 State Road
Great Barrington, MA 01230
413.528.5550
www.pawshbudd

ies.com

Quality All Natural Pet Food & Treats
Wholesome Raw Frozen Diets
Toys - Accessories - Supplies

CONTEMPORARY ART GALLERY

67 State Road
Gt. Barrington, MA 01230

Great Barrington ● (413) 645-3421 ● www.bernayfineart.com

413.528.5550

April 19, 2020 at 2 pm



www.pawshbuddies.com
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The Berkshire
Museum,

39 South
Street, Pittsfield, MA


On the
 Eve of World War II, tens of thousands of Jewish
refugees
are trapped in Nazi-controlled Vienna. This


documentary
is the epic story of their dramatic escape to

Shanghai.

hevreh.org

AFTER THE FILM: Join us for a candle lighting, prayer and a
moment of reflection in memory of the victims of the
Holocaust. 

270 State Road
Great Barrington MA 01230

Established 1975
Connecting Jewish Lives for 40 years

Non-Profit Org.
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