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Shabbat Family Picnic

Tzedek of Honor Celebration
Friday, July 5, 4:30 pm

Join us for a family celebration
Fun with Food Trucks

Holyoke Hummus and Smokey Sweet BBQ

Enjoyable Entertainment
Music with Dave Grover and Friends

Balloon Artist
Magician

Face Painting
Games

Big Basket Raffle
And much more!

$25 for Adults, Children Free

Come celebrate Shabbat as a family, picnic style!
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to the core of the Jewish American psyche with an incisive wit 

(at times, acerbic—but always smart), and Kaddish.com which 

came out earlier this year is a comic tale of a son’s failure to say 

kaddish for his father, instead hatching a bizarre plan to relieve 

him of this filial responsibility. 

Next up, These Truths: A History of the United States by Jill 

Lepore. This bestseller caught my attention earlier in the year, 

and as we prepare for the run-up to our next presidential 

election, it felt like the right time to reengage with American 

history. The book is ambitious—an over 1,000 page, single 

volume dedicated to the American story, from 1492 to today.  “A 

nation born in contradiction will fight forever over the meaning 

of its history,” Lepore writes, but engaging in that struggle by 

studying the past is part of the work of citizenship. “The past 

is an inheritance, a gift and a burden,” These Truths observes. 

“It can’t be shirked. There’s nothing for it but to get to know it.”

Last up, a read for pure pleasure. The novel Finding Dorothy 

by Elizabeth Letts imagines the making of the movie “The 

Wizard of Oz” from the point of view of Maud Baum, wife of 

L. Frank Baum. Many of you know this about me already, but I 

am a huge Wizard of Oz fan. It’s been my favorite movie for as 

long as I can remember; the cinematic version of comfort food. 

I love everything about it: the story, the music, the beauty of the 

technicolor when Dorothy lands in Munchkinland. This novel 

has gotten terrific reviews, and I suspect it may be the kind of 

book I can’t put down until it’s finished. A novel like this always 

feels like a sweet reminder of a story that I think many of us can 

identify with: an adventurous journey, and ultimately, the desire 

to go home. 

As we make our way through these summer months, I hope 

you’ll share with me what’s on your reading list. We are, after 

all, the People of the Book. I look forward to seeing you at our 

Jewish Festival of Books this month, and having the chance to 

catch up! 

Warmly, 

Rabbi Jodie Gordon 

FROM THE RABBI

RABBI JODIE GORDON

Over these past few years, I’ve gotten 
into the habit of sharing my summer 
reading list here, in this space, each 
summer. Remarkably, this summer marks my eighth 

summer here at Hevreh, and while summer at Hevreh is busy 

as always, I have grown to look forward to the time for reading 

that the daily routine affords.  As our Jewish Festival of Books 

takes root as a true anchor to our summer programming, it 

feels fitting to start a conversation here about the books that 

will carry me through these months and push me toward the 

Days of Awe. 

The first book is Strength in What Remains, by Tracy Kidder. 

This book was first recommended by a friend a few months 

ago, and as the immigration debate continues to play out in 

alarming ways on the national stage, I am sure that this book 

will provide a vital angle. This book presents the story of one 

man, Deo, and his journey to becoming American. He arrives in 

the United States from Burundi in search of a new life. Having 

survived a civil war and genocide, he lands at JFK airport with 

two hundred dollars, no English, and no contacts. He ekes out a 

precarious existence delivering groceries, living in Central Park, 

and learning English by reading dictionaries in bookstores. 

Then Deo begins to meet the strangers who will change his life, 

pointing him eventually in the direction of Columbia University, 

medical school, and a life devoted to healing. Kidder breaks 

new ground in telling this unforgettable story as he travels with 

Deo back over a turbulent life and shows us what it means to 

be fully human.

Second on my to-read list is Kaddish.com by Nathan Englander. 

Admittedly, this feels like a “must-read” insofar as I have had 

no fewer than four people ask me if I have read it yet, just this 

week! Nathan Englander, who is well known for his collection of 

short stories, “What We Talk About When We Talk About Anne 

Frank”, as well as the New American Haggadah he co-authored 

with Jonathan Safran Foer in 2012, is often lauded as one of 

the great Jewish American writers of his generation. He cuts 
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SHABBAT AT HEVREH
Friday, July 5 Shabbat Service 6:15 pm, Tzedek Circle of Honor 

Shabbat for Shelley Rolf

Saturday, July 6 Shabbat Service 10:00 am

 Parashat Korach, Numbers 16:1--18:32

Friday, July 12 Tanglewood Shabbat, No Service at Hevreh

Saturday, July 13 Shabbat Service 10:00 am

 Parashat Chukat, Numbers 19:1-22:1

Friday, July 19                      Shabbat Service 5:45 pm, Speaker Angela Himsel

Saturday, July 20 Shabbat Service and Torah Study 10:00 am with 
Angela Himsel and Tova Mirvis

 Kiddish Lunch with Tova Mirvis 12:00 pm

 Parashat Balak, Number 22:2-25:9

Friday, July 26 Shabbat Service 5:45 pm

Saturday, July 27 Shabbat Service and Torah Study 10:00 am

 Challah Bake-Off 12:00 pm

 Parashat Pinchas, Numbers 25:10-30:1

Friday, August 2 Tanglewood Shabbat, No Service at Hevreh

Saturday, August 3 Shabbat Service and Torah Study 10:00 am

 Parashat Matot-Masei, Number 30:2-36:13

Friday, August 9 Shabbat Service 5:45 pm

Saturday, August 10 Tot Shabbat on the Town 9:00 am

 Shabbat Service and Torah Study 10:00 am

 Parashat D’varim, Deuteronomy 1:1-3:22

Friday, August 16 Shabbat Service 5:45 pm

Saturday, August 17 Shabbat Service and Torah Study 10:00 am

 Parashat Va-et’chanan, Deuteronomy 3:23-7:11

Friday, August 23 Shabbat Service 5:45 pm

Saturday, August 24 Shabbat Service Torah Study 10:00 am

 Parashat Eikev, Deuteronomy 7:12-11:2

Friday, August 30 Shabbat Service 5:45 pm

Saturday, August 31 Shabbat Service and Torah Study 10 am

 Parashat R’eih, Deuteronomy 11:26-16:17 

 The Berkshire Minyan meets weekly at Hevreh on 
Saturday morning for Shabbat Services at 9:30 am.
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HEVREH HAPPENINGS

Thursday, July 11 | 4:00 pm

PERSPECTIVES ON THE HOLOCAUST: FDR

While Franklin Delano Roosevelt earns praise for America’s role in the defeat of 

Nazi Germany in World War II, he has been heavily criticized for inaction concerning 

European Jewry during most of his presidency. Hevreh member, Stu Schweitzer, a 

docent at the Holocaust Museum and Education Center of SW Florida, will discuss the 

stance of President Roosevelt and the U.S. government toward the imperiled Jews of 

Europe during 1933-45. He attempt to explain how a so famously humane individual 

ended up doing so little until millions had been slaughtered. 

Friday July 12, August 2 | 7:00 pm

TANGLEWOOD SHABBAT

Join us for a special gathering on the lawn at Tanglewood. Look for the blue and white 

balloons in the middle of the lawn to set up your picnic dinner, and bring a dessert to 

share. We will gather for Kabbalat Shabbat at the back of the lawn at approximately 7 

pm. Call the Tanglewood box office to purchase lawn tickets at 888-266-1200.

Services will not be held at Hevreh these evenings.

Starting Friday, July 12 | 1:00 pm 

THE JEWISH ROAD TO CHARACTER: A JOURNEY INTO THE STUDY 
AND PRACTICE OF MUSSAR 

Nine-week program | $180

Over the summer of 2019, we will delve into the study and practice of the Mussar 

tradition’s wisdom for our lives in our times on a weekly basis. In our confusing and 

contentious time, many are seeking a greater sense of grounding in core virtues which 

can guide us, uplift us and inspire us to become the best persons we can be. Inspired 

by the work of The Mussar Institute and other contemporary efforts at reclaiming 

mussar for our day.

If interested, contact Rebecca Wagner at rwagner@hevreh.org. Virtual meeting 

options are available for those who may not be in the region.

Thursday, July 25 | 4:00 pm

ISRAEL UPDATE: 
A NEW LOOK AT ISRAELI MILITARY VIGNETTES AND THEIR IMPLICATIONS ON 
THE MIDDLE EAST 

Hevreh member Steve Schreier, a frequent and knowledgeable visitor to Israel, will 

review a series of Israeli military vignettes and their implications on the Middle 

East.  This session will look at the period from the end of World War II up to the 

end of the Yom Kippur War in 1973, and discuss some of the lesser known details-

accomplishments and failures of the Israeli defense and intelligence leadership, 

including a near nuclear war, as well as information that has recently emerged that 

brings into question earlier beliefs.
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This book is the definitive biography of seltzer, and there is nothing two 

cents plain about the story, which is frequently as effervescent as its 

subject matter.  Attendees will not only be treated to Joseph’s presentation, 

but also to a real siphon bottle seltzer, milk and Fox’s U-Bet egg cream 

reception and book signing afterwards.  This Egg Cream Eggstravaganza 

will be the culmination of a two month egg cream special at The Great 

Barrington Bagel Company & Deli in Great Barrington, MA from Memorial 

Day through July 21st, to benefit the book festival.

$20 includes an authentic egg cream after the presentation. 

This event is co-sponsored by The Great Barrington Bagel Company & Deli and 
Brooklyn Seltzer Boys.

Seltzertopia: The Extraordinary 
Story of an Ordinary Drink

7:00 pm Lecture - $20

 

Barry Joseph

Thursday, July 18

A River Could Be A Tree

Shabbat Service 5:45 pm 
Talk and festive oneg to follow

Angela Himsel

Friday, July 19
This lyrical memoir traces the author’s journey from one of eleven children, 

growing up in rural Indiana as part of an apocalyptic, doomsday Christian 

sect led by a white supremacist to a Modern Orthodox Jewish woman 

living on Manhattan’s Upper West Side.

This event is free and open to the community.

Sponsored by the Jewish Women’s Archive.

Two Journeys: Tova Mirvis & 
Angela Himsel in C onversation 

with Judith Rosenbaum

10 am shabbat services

Saturday, July 20
During Shabbat morning services, Tova Mirvis and Angela Himsel will 

be in conversation with each other, moderated by Judith Rosenbaum, 

Executive Director of the Jewish Women’s Archive.  They will recount their 

two journeys to and from Modern Orthodoxy, and explore the power and 

complexity of community, family, tradition and finding one’s own path and 

meaning.  

This event is free and open to the community.

Sponsored by the Jewish Women’s Archive.
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The Book of Separation

Shabbat Service 10:00 am
Lecture & Lunch 12 :00 pm - $25 

Tova Mirvis

Saturday, July 20

The best-selling novelist discusses her memoir, The Book of Separation, 

tracing her journey away from her Modern Orthodox upbringing, as she 

leaves both a marriage and the religious community of which she was a 

part. She recounts her struggles to find her footing in an unfamiliar secular 

world while still keeping one foot in the Orthodox world for the sake of 

her children, and stepping with the other into a new and emerging way of 

expressing her Judaism and living her life.

$25 advance registration includes a Kiddush lunch. Money will not be 

taken at the door in observance of Shabbat. 

The Jewish Women’s Archive is sponsoring this event.

The World Needs Beautiful Things
Havdalah & Family Program 4:00 pm

Rabbi Leah Rachel Berkowitz

Saturday, July 20
Bring the kids and grandkids on a found object art nature walk in Hevreh’s 

backyard with the author, followed by creative crafting, a hands-on 

Havdalah and some sweet Shabbat treats.  

As always, we welcome interfaith families, GLBTQ families, nursing 

moms, babies and siblings of all ages, grandparents and special people, 

new members, first timers, neighbors, and friends.

This event is free and open to the community.

Co-sponsored by the PJ Library.

The Raging Skillet
Lecture and Lunch 10: 00 am - $30

 

Chef Rossi

Sunday, July 21
The Raging Skillet is a raucous memoir recounting Chef Rossi’s personal 

revolution against Orthodoxy and the microwave, and her evolution into 

one of the most sought after caterers in New York City.  Over the course of 

the book, she goes from being served bread and wine by the Lubavitcher 

Rebbe to serving up trays of exotic trayf to the rich and famous.  Along the 

way, she sprinkles fun and simple recipes, liberally spiced with her own 

unique brand of irreverent humor.

 $30 includes lunch featuring recipes from the book. 
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HEVREH HAPPENINGS

Saturday, July 27 | 12:00 pm

CHALLAH BAKE-OFF TASTE-OFF

Calling all challah bakers and challah tasters.  Help us have fun determining Hevreh’s 

best challah.  This is a joint event between the Hevreh Membership Committee 

and the Berkshire Minyan.  It will take place as part of the traditional Kiddush after 

Shabbat morning service and is open to all challah lovers. Please bring your home-

baked challot before services at 10 am to be judged and enjoyed at the Kiddush, and 

be sure to submit your recipe (to avoid any food preferences and/or allergies among 

our tasters).

Sundays, July 28; August 4, 11, 18 , 25 | 9:00 am

A LIFE OF MEANING: EXPLORING THE SACRED PATH OF  
REFORM JUDAISM

$25 | includes breakfast and coursework

This course explores the elements that make American Reform Judaism distinct and 

vibrant. With Rabbis Hirsch and Gordon, you’ll study the fundamental principles that 

make us Reform Jews. Using a new curriculum released by the Reform Movement, 

we’ll study text and learn via video lecture with many of the leading Jewish thinkers in 

America today, exploring our history, our theology, the development of our prayer, and 

our mission in this world.

Advanced registration required. 

Thursday, August 1 | 4:00 pm

PERSPECTIVES ON US JEWRY AND THE HOLOCAUST

American Jews and the past leadership of the U.S. Jewish community have come 

under fire in recent decades for failing to do all they could on behalf of European 

Jewry during the Holocaust. What could and should they have done? This topic is 

fraught with peril, as the luminaries on the US Jewish Commission on the Holocaust 

discovered to their dismay in the early 1980s. The Commission, headed by former 

Supreme Court Justice Arthur Goldberg, broke up for a time in an internal clash over 

criticism of former Jewish leaders. Led by Hevreh member Stu Schweitzer, who will 

provide some background on the controversy and then pose questions for attendees 

to discuss. Stu is a docent at the Holocaust Museum and Education Center of SW 

Florida, and has been a speaker at Hevreh on Holocaust issues in recent summers. 
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Tuesday, August 6 | 9:30 am

THE GAME OF LIFE - AND DEATH

“Hello” is a conversation game about living and dying and what matters most. Hevreh 

is sponsoring an opportunity to play “Hello”, a game designed to open doors of 

exploration and help identify what is most important to you. You will laugh, cry, and 

discover new things about yourself and the people you care about.  Our event will 

include muffins and coffee.

Come to one or both of these events, sponsored by our Hevra Kadisha.  We request 

that you RSVP in advance, however walk-ins are welcome. 

To register visit hevreh.org/summer

Thursday, August 8 | 4:00 pm

AN EARLY LOOK AT THE 2020 RACE FOR PRESIDENT

Richard Kirsch will explain the key dynamics that may play out in the primary race 

for President in 2020 and the dynamics in 2019 that are driving the race.  He’ll step 

back to look at what history can tell us about the race moving  forward. Richard is 

a decades-long Hevreh member who has helped us analyze the 2016 presidential 

election and the 2018 midterms. He brings a lifetime of work in progressive political 

organizing at the state and national level.

Saturday, August 10 | 9:30 am

TOT SHABBAT ON THE TOWN

Great Barrington Bandstand

Hevreh’s Tot Shabbat is hitting the road and setting up tables at Great Barrington’s 

beloved children’s summer event, David Grover singng at the Bandstand behind Town 

Hall on Main Steet in Great Barrington. Look for Hevreh’s table decorated with blue 

and white balloons. Join us at 9:30am for singing and dancing, and a special Shabbat 

breakfast treat. Then stay to enjoy the concert with David Grover starting at 10:00 am.

Wednesday, August 14 | 7:00 pm | $15

B’SHALOM CHORALE 6TH SEASON CONCERT

The B’Shalom Chorale will hold its 6th season concert at Hevreh of Southern 

Berkshire. The Chorale is conducted by Jack Brown and accompanied by Joe Rose. 

The B’Shalom Chorale will be singing music of the Jewish tradition from classical, 

liturgical and modern settings, by a wide range of composers.

For more information call (413) 418- 1836, email bshalomchorale@gmail.com

This event is sponsored by the Harold Grinspoon Foundation.
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Religious School News

Sunday, September 22, 10:00 -11:30 am. 

FIRST DAY OF TINY TALMIDIM 
(FOR OUR LITTLEST LEARNERS 
AGES 3-5)
Tiny Talmidim is a hands-on class that allows parents 
and young children the opportunity to explore 
the Jewish calendar together each month through 
movement, music, cooking, and crafts related to 
Jewish holidays and Jewish values. Each month at 
Tiny Talmidim, you can expect to learn something 
new, make something new, taste, sing, and experience 
something new with our fabulous teacher, Terri Sash. 
Questions? Be in touch with Rabbi Gordon.Monday, October 21, 6 pm

Simchat Torah and Consecration
At the end of Sukkot, join Hevreh to bless our newest 
additions to the Religious School and this year’s 
B’nai Mitzvah class. Together we’ll read the last verse 
followed by the first verse of Torah, as well as sing and 
dance. This festive occasion marks milestones for 
students in our Religious School and all are invited to 
take part in an evening of simchot!

REGISTRATION OPENS ON JULY 15 FOR RELIGIOUS SCHOOL AND TINY TALMIDIM
Hevreh looks forward to welcoming new and returning students from kindergarten through seventh grade for what will be 

another fabulous year where together we’ll learn and grow, play and cook, and sing and create, with a few special surprises along 

the way. 

Sunday, September 15, 10:00 am-12:30 pm.

FIRST DAY OF RELIGIOUS 
SCHOOL
There will be a special program for all teens in Pre-
Confirmation and Confirmation and their parents to 
Rethink the Conversation surrounding mental health 
and self-care beginning at 10:30 am.
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We are so lucky—our collection of Bibles and Bible 

Commentary (two separate categories) is superb. And recently 

we have purchased the extraordinary new translation of 

the TANAKH, in 3 volumes, by Robert Alter. Although these 

cannot be removed from the Library, it’s worth a trip just to see 

them, hold them, and read them.

Here’s what some people are saying about Robert Alter’s The 

Hebrew Bible: A Translation with Commentary, winner of the 

Pen Center USA Literary Award for Translation, and the Koret 

Jewish Book Award for Translation:

“The poets will rejoice. Alter’s language ascends to a rare 

purity through a plainness that equals the plainness of 

the Hebrew,” Cynthia Ozick, New Republic.

“One of the most ambitious literary projects of this or any 

age,” Adam Kirsch, Tablet.

“Thrilling and constantly illuminating. After the still, small 

voices of so many tepid modern translations, here is a 

whirlwind,” Michael Durda, Washington Post.

And, from the poet Seamus Heaney, for the Times Literary 

Supplement: “Alter’s translation can be fairly described 

as a godsend. The foundational texts are here given their 

due in prose at once modern and magnificently cadenced. 

Immediately readable, immensely learned, an education and a 

restitution.”

It took Robert Alter more than twenty years to arrive at this 

translation, working hard at his desk in the Berkeley hills 

(overlooking his garden) where he has been a professor 

of Hebrew and comparative literature at the University of 

California since 1967. He has written 23 books, including The 

Art of the Biblical Narrative, The Art of Biblical Poetry, and an 

intriguing title, Pen of Iron: American Prose and the King James 

Bible.

Here is another accolade from Avi Steinberg for the New York 

Times, commenting on how Alter’s translation has rescued the 

text from its “Old Testament” status: “Alter has helped carve 

out a dignified place for the Hebrew Bible as the Hebrew Bible 

. . . and rescued it from second class status.”

Alter carefully studied the original Hebrew in order to give his 

translation the bite and earthiness of the language. His aim 

was to convey the literary style of the original Hebrew text in 

English, recreating it’s poetic rhythms and metaphors.

His words and phrases may sound strange in English, in part 

because they carry hints of ancient Hebrew within them. Here 

is an example of how Alter’s translation differs from all others: 

Regarding the announcement that 90-year-old Sarah will 

be with child, he writes, “And the Lord singled out Sarah.” He 

translates the Hebrew word “pakad“ literally, with its original 

numerical and administrative edge, rather than the usual 

“visited,” “remembered,” “took note of,” “was gracious to,” 

and “blessed.” This new insight suggests a different approach 

to the story of Sarah and Isaac, and adds some mystery and 

tension to Sarah’s plight.

But we don’t need to tell you how remarkable this new 

translation is. Come to the Hevreh Library and read for 

yourself how these cadences and commentaries make Robert 

Alter’s translation of the Hebrew Bible unique.

On another note, a special Thank You to Elaine Friedman for 

her hard work and commitment to the Hevreh Library all these 

years. We offer our appreciation and gratitude to her as she 

steps down. Welcome to Lou Levine, our new co-chair.

The Library Committee meets the third Thursday of the month, 

11:00 am. All are welcome.

Sharon Flitterman-King, Ph.D. 

Library Committee Co-Chair

Library news

SECURITY TASK FORCE
In light of recent, tragic events a Security Task Force 
has been established to assess our security needs 
and to recommend security protocols. Although this 
is not a welcome undertaking, it is one that all agree 
is necessary. The committee is sensitive to the need 
of maintaining a welcoming and warm atmosphere at 
Hevreh, while at the same time enhancing the safety of 
everyone at Hevreh.. With that understanding, the task 
force will be presenting a series of recommendations 
in the coming weeks that we deem to be both 
appropriate and effective. Additional Security Task 
Force members are welcome and we especially seek 
those with relevant expertise.  Please contact Rik 
Kabel, Hevreh President at rkabel@hevreh.org for 
more information.
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COMMITTEE UPDATES

weEngage
All challah bakers fire up your ovens!  All 

challah tasters get your taste buds ready!  

Let’s have some fun and taste our way to 

discovering Hevreh’s best challah!

Hevreh’s weEngage and the Birkshire 

Minyan are partnering in what we 

hope will be our first annual bake-off.  

Featured this year is everyone’s favorite 

– Challah.  Please join us during kiddush 

immediately following Shabbat services 

on Saturday, July 27 for our challah bake-

off.  Depending upon entries, possible 

categories will likely include traditional 

challot, gluten-free challot, and challot 

baked by children.  Prizes will be awarded 

in each category.  Salads and other 

appropriate food delights will be served 

to go along with the challah.

Please deliver your baked challah to the 

Hevreh kitchen by 10:00 the morning 

of the event, and please include a list 

of ingredients (in order to avoid food 

sensitivities and allergies among our 

tasters).  For more information check 

the flyer in the Hevreh lobby and 

Hevreh’s weekly email This Week at 

Hevreh.  Or, you can contact Julie Gale at 

atthekitchentable@fairpoint.net.

Help us discover who will take home the 

honors this year! 

Ritual Speaks
We invite all Hevreh congregants to 

participate as greeter or to give the 

weekly announcements from the bema 

on Friday nights.  This is a wonderful 

opportunity to meet other congregants 

and get to chat with old friends.  Please 

contact the Hevreh office to pick 

your spot for an upcoming Shabbat.  

And don’t forget a wonderful way to 

celebrate a simcha or just a great week, 

is to sponsor an oneg.  

As the Ritual Committee is exploring 

what is most meaningful to Hevreh 

congregants about Shabbat, we look 

forward to receiving everybody’s 

input with the Shabbat 360 Survey (to 

which you can reply anonymously or 

by name). During the summer months, 

with our more flexible schedules and 

longer days, we encourage everybody 

to come to at least one Shabbat service. 

With our earlier Friday evening start 

time (5:45 pm), you can welcome in 

Shabbat and still have time to go out to 

dinner, a movie, or summertime show 

following the service. Saturday morning 

services and group torah study offer 

you the opportunity to get to know other 

congregants. Hope to see you soon!

TREASURERS REPORT

At May’s annual meeting, Alan reported that Hevreh ended the 

fiscal year with an approximate unaudited surplus of $16,800. 

This was due to the strong financial support of the congregation 

(4% higher than anticipated) and keeping expenses to 

approximately 99.4% of budgeted numbers. 

I want to acknowledge and thank everyone for their strong 

support this past year.  I would like to thank Alan Kaufman who 

was our past treasurer for all his hard work and his guidance 

to the finance committee and the board as we worked through 

some difficult decisions this past year.   I want to thank the 

Finance Committee members for their diligent work reviewing 

budget numbers, and our Executive Director, Janet Lee, for 

closely monitoring and controlling expenses.  I would also like 

to thank you our congregation for having the confidence in 

electing me Treasurer. 

Our budget for the coming year – approved by the membership 

at the annual meeting – predicts a deficit of approximately 

$37,000. Compared to the two prior year budgets, where we 

budgeted for deficits, with just some additional support from 

our community and a watchful eye on expenses our we can 

easily turn this around and once again have a surplus.

But the end of the fiscal year is just a date on the calendar. Our 

work continues. In order to stay on the right path we need to 

continue to support Hevreh as vigorously as we did this past 

year. It looks like we are off to a good start.  

As I write this, the numbers for our upcoming picnic indicate 

it will be a rousing success, thanks to the outstanding work of 

Lisa Sloane, Dave Halley, Julie Gale, and Hinda Bodinger who 

are chairing the two committees.  We have reached our goal for 

underwriting, our ticket sales are strong, and the raffle baskets 

all look great.  We also look forward to our Jewish book festival 

in July to help raise funds as well.  Thank you Avi Dresner and 

Ellen Heffen and your team for your hard work.

I would like to remind everyone if they haven’t sent in their dues 

for this current year to please do so soon and if you can add a 

little extra to your contribution it will go a long way in helping 

our community and keep Hevreh’s financials strong and viable.

It is obvious that just as important as money in keeping Hevreh 

strong is the active volunteer involvement of our members. As 

strong as our clergy and staff are, without volunteers Hevreh 

could not function.  Not only does volunteering make Hevreh 

run, but in my experience volunteering is interesting and 

personally rewarding. Please consider bringing your talents 

and skills to one of our committees and I am sure you will agree. 

Rebecca Wolin,   

Hevreh Treasurer
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In mid-May, eleven Hevreh members, including Rabbi Hirsch, attended a very inspiring three day conference in Washington, 

DC.  We were joined by Rabbi Liz Hirsch, two of her congregants and approximately twelve hundred other Reform Jews.  The 

conference occurs every other year, and I was very happy that this year’s conference was just as moving as the first one I attended 

in 2017.  The plenary speakers ranged from Sister Norma Pimentel, who has worked with immigrants in the Rio Grande Valley of 

TX for twelve years; Desmond Meade, a former homeless, returning citizen who is now an attorney and the State Director for the 

Florida Live Free Campaign, successfully re-enfranchising 1.4 million formerly incarcerated Floridians;  to Reverend Al Sharpton, 

founder and president of National Action Network, and one 

of the nation’s most renowned civil rights leaders.  There was 

also an amazing panel of three young adults – one a Dreamer, 

a senior at Brandeis, who worries daily about being deported; 

a 20 year old who formed March to Live, after his siblings were 

caught in the Parkland shootings; and a 19 year old female, who 

is a freshman at University of Florida and currently speaking 

nation-wide against gun violence. In between these speakers 

were workshops on many facets of how to make social action 

and social justice come alive in our congregations.

The third day featured Nancy Pelosi as the keynote speaker, 

followed by three representatives, one senator and one of 

the current foreign policy advisors.  Some of their topics were 

immigration, gun violence and reproductive rights.  One of the 

main points they each made and illustrated was how to “make 

connections across the aisle.”  As difficult as that has been 

in the past few years, these congress people are doing their 

best to be bi-partisan.  The conference was capped off by the 

opportunity to lobby “on the hill.”  Our delegation was unique 

in that we had people lobbying both eastern and western 

Massachusetts, Columbia and Westchester counties, and New 

York City. We were also  able to stop briefly at the reproductive 

rights march on the Supreme Court steps.  

We all felt very energized by this experience and hope that 

more of you will join us in 2021 for the next Consultation on 

Conscience.  In the near future, our Hevreh Social Action 

committee will build on some of the ideas and important 

issues raised at the conference.

Michèle Krieg Bauer, Vice President/liaison to Social Action 

Committee

URJ’S RELIGIOUS ACTION COMMITTEE’S 
CONSULTATION ON CONSCIENCE 
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Email: aacemeteryservices@gmail.com

Richard Atwood Jr.
(413) 528-9671

(413) 329-3672 Cell

(413) 528-3927 Fax
cohenwhiteassoc.com
413 637 1086 lenox, ma 

 413 663 0457

Steve Erenburg                              
Associate 

The Berkshires...
I Live It, 

I Know It, 
I Love It

Donations
BUILDING PRESERVATION

Oliver & Susan Klapper

CARING COMMUNITY

Eli & Barbara Matz

In Honor of Shelly Rolf

Marilyn & Elihu Katzman

In memory  Liz P.G. Hirsch’s grandfather, 
Martin Piper

In Honor of Sue Rudd’s birthday

In honor of the marriage of Frani & Albert 
Rothman’s grandson

Wishing Roberta Silman a speedy recovery

Lois & Michael Storch

In Memory of Samuel Mishkin

Melva Eidelberg

In Memory of Evelyn Meyers

EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER

Jadwiga & Donald Brown

In memory of 3 generations of Brown/Dubin 
women–each humble agents of change.

GENERAL FUND

Frani & Al Rothman

In honor of Drs. Steve & Shari Kaplan, 
congratulations on the occasion of Kayla & 
Matt’s wedding and the birth of your second 
granddaughter, Harper.

Frani & Al Rothman

In honor of Betty Budds & Family, Sending 
prayers for a speedy recovery for your 
grandson Steve.

Nancy Ashen

In memory of Frank Ashen

Judie and Joel Grossman

In memory of her father, Henry Gerson Atlas

Gail Grollman

Michael Berkowitz & Sharon Glickman

LIBRARY FUND

Sharon Fitterman-King & David C. King

In honor of Elaine Friedman, on the occasion 
of her extraordinary work for the library

MADRICH YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP

Rabbi Neil Hirsch

In honor of Jodie Friedman for chaperoning 
the confirmation class trip to Prague

In honor of Peter Drucker for chaperoning the 
confirmation class trip to Prague

Carol & Barry Beyer

In the names of Jacob Munch, Kevin 
Robertson, Anna Abrahams and Liat 
Friedman, in honor of their confirmations.

MUSIC FUND

David & Judy Lazan

In memory  Liz P.G. Hirsch’s grandfather,  
Martin Piper

PRAYERBOOK FUND

Rebecca Wolin

In memory  Liz P.G. Hirsch’s grandfather,  
Martin Piper

RABBI GORDON DISCRETIONARY 

Ken Gordon

In memory of Maria Galvan, with sympathy to 
her family 

Frank Sommerfield & Jason Wu

In Memory of Frank & Elissa Sommerfield

Sue Schwarz

In honor of Ella & Mia Cohen B’not Mitvah

Robert Feldman and Katherine Vorwerk

In honor of Rabbi Gordon’s participation in the 
naming ceremony of Rose Leah Rothenberg

Rob & Lori Cohen

In honor of Ella & Mia Cohen B’not Mitzvah

RABBI HIRSCH DISCRETIONARY 
Marc Gordon

In memory of Sylvia Gordon

Cheryl Zellman

In memory of Michael Fitzpatrick

Frank Sommerfield & Jason Wu

In Memory of Frank & Elissa Sommerfield

Rob & Lori Cohen

In honor of Ella & 
Mia Cohen B’not 
Mitzvah

Bette & Philip 
Gladstone

Barry & Carol 
Beyer

Sharon 
Fitterman-King & 
David C. King

Sharon Hotchkiss

Michael 
Nathan & Beth 
LAster-Nathan

In memory  Liz 
P.G. Hirsch’s 
grandfather, Martin 
Piper

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND

Stephen & Deborah Schreier

In memory of Sol, husband of Sharyn Pavony

Bob & Carole Landau

In memory  Liz P.G. Hirsch’s grandfather,  
Martin Piper

SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE

Janice Rosenberg

In honor of Yiscah Smith

Jadwiga & Donald Brown

In memory  Liz P.G. Hirsch’s grandfather,  
Martin Piper

Larry & Nancy Bronstein

Howard Chezar & Patricia Fox

Alba & Bob Tutnauer

On the occasion of the visit of Yiscah Smith

Sue & Jay Weintraub 

In honor of Sid Freund’s special birthday

SOCIAL ACTION FUND

Sharon Hotchkiss

On the occasion of the visit of Yiscah Smith

Les & Cooki Cohn

In honor of the musical tribute for student 
cantor Shani Cohen

Larry & Nancy Bronstein

On the occasion of Shayna & Sean Garcia’s 
wedding.

TU B’SHEVAT FUND

John & Nina Lipkowitz
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S’MACHOT
A huge Mazel Tov goes out to…

To Holly and Jim Steinberg on the marriage of their daughter Lindsey to 
Ronald Lane

To Debbie Philips on the birth of her grandson,  to proud parents Gordon and 

To Larry and Nancy Bronstein on the recent marriage of their daughter 
Shayna to Shawn Garcia

To Bob and Elaine Baum on the recent marriage of their daughter Tiffany to 
Kevin Gump

To Jerry and Pommy Levy on the Bat Mitzvah of their granddaughter,  
Sophia Geiser

To Ben and Farrah Wax on the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter, Makayla

To Elizabeth Youngman and Adam Prager on their recent marriage

To Lisa Frankel for being named to the Jewish Federation of the  
Berkshires Board

To Hevreh’s four confirmads, Anna Abrahams, Kevin Robertson, Liat 
Friedman, Jacob Munch

 To Abby Noble and Paulo Caserta, and Carol Noble on the birth of their 
daughter/granddaugher, Eloise Sophia

To the recent High School and College Graduates and their families

To Debbie Phillips and Bill Cooke, on the birth of their grandson, Kellan Wikle

To Andrew and Rachel Beckwith on the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Joshua

To Helice and Steve Picheny on the marriage of their daughter Alexis to  
Eric Orzeck

SORROWS
Our heartfelt Condolences go 
out to… 

To Lester Meyer on the passing of 
his wife, Evelyn Meyers 

To Claudio and Penny Pincus on the 
passing of  Claudio’s mother, Minna 
Mendal de Pincus

To Ted and Teddi Hunter on the 
passing of Lenora Lapidus

To Rabbis Neil and Liz PG Hirsch 
on the passing of Liz’s grandfather, 
Martin Piper

To John and Rebecca Schreiber on 
the passing of John’s mother, Freda 
Glass Shreiber

Simchot and Sorrows,  
Oneg thank yous

ONEG
Thank you for sponsoring an 
oneg in  
March and April

Thank you to the following families 
and committees for sponsoring an 
oneg in May and June

The Beckwith Family

Gayle Moskowitz

The Hevreh Choir

The Membership Committee

Hevreh Religious School Families

The Hevreh Board of Trustees

Michael Shocket

Rebecca Wolin
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Great Barrington • 413.528.0100 • mahaiwe.org

OPEN YEAR-ROUND!

518-325-3331 — Route 23, Hillsdale, NY

“Your Local, Friendly Disposal & Recycle Company” 

Birches-Roy Funeral Home

33 South Street, Great Barrington, MA 01230 
birchesroyfuneralservices.com

413-528-3080  Fax 413-528-5229  birroyfh@gmail.com

RB

Joe Roy, Funeral Director & Embalmer - Type 3
Tim Roy, Funeral Director & Embalmer - Type 6

DAVID M. LAZAN Attorney at Law
Lazan Glover & Puciloski, LLP

GT. BARRINGTON 785 Main Street
 Great Barrington, MA 01230
 (413) 644-0200 Fax (413) 644-0201
 Email: lazan@lazanlaw.com

     Eco Dry Cleaners & Tailoring
         (413) 528-0004
         165 Main Street
         Great Barrington, MA 01230

Organic Dry Cleaning
~ No more Bacteria
~ No more Odor
~ Rinses Clean with No Irritating 
Residue
Professional Tailoring
~ Wedding and Party Dresses

Mon-Fri: 8am-6pm
Sat: 9am-4pm

Fur & Rug Cleaning
~ Oriental & Handmade
Shoe & Zipper Repair
~ 35 Years of Experience
Home Decoration
~ Custom Made Curatins & 
Drapery



17Life at Hevreh  Jul - Aug 2019

“I Save 
You 
Time 
and 

Money!” 

HOME CONSULTANT 

hmchezar@gmail.com   www.howardchezar.com 

Is this house right for me? 
How much should my remodel cost? 
Is my contractor being cost efficient? 

Howard Chezar  

BUYING? BUILDING? REMODELING? 

1 HOUR CONSULTATION ADDRESSES YOUR 
QUESTIONS & PROVIDES PRACTICAL ADVICE. 

413-528-1576 

“You can rely on Howard for his wealth of experience.  
I recommend involving him early on for optimal 

results.” — Jeff, Alford client 

51 WALKER ST, LENOX, MA 01240 | 413.637.2532 | WWW.GATEWAYSINN.COM

Michele & Eiran Gazit, your hosts

ELEGANT LODGING
FINE DINING

SOPHISTICATED BAR
LIVE MUSIC

A LENOX LANDMARK

268 Main Street
Great Barrington, MA 01230

(413) 528-5522

MATTHEW MOZIAN
mmozian@campolilaw.com

www.campolilaw.com

Attorneys at Law
CAMPOLI.MONTELEONE.MOZIAN

Attorneys at Law

GREAT BARRINGTON RUDOLF STEINER SCHOOL

Waldorf Education in the Berkshires
413.528.4015 • gbrss.org 

Free Puppet Play for Young Children 
Matrushka, Great Barrington 
Saturday 3/10 • 10:30am and 11:30am

Puppet Play and Play Date at Steiner School 
Saturday 4/7 • 10:30am

Steiner Spring Classroom Tour 
Friday 5/12 • 9-11am

THE
BEST

BERKSHIRE RECORD

2017READERS’ CHOIC

E

MAHAIWE

       CHIROPRACTIC

      HEALTH

         SERVICES&
Dr. Lawrence Bronstein

Chiropractor, Board Certified Nutritionist

15 Mahaiwe Street (413) 528-2948
Great Barrington, MA 01230 www.DrBronstein.com

�� ��������������������
�� �������������������� �
� 
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WE OFFERCALL TODAY
For all your travel needs, contact 

Ambassador Tours, your San 
Francisco family owned & 

operated travel agency since 1955. 
Larry Friedman, CTC

Lenox, MA

YOUR FULL SERVICE TRAVEL AGENCY

800.989.9000
Mon-Thu 11am-7pm • Fri 11am-3pm

Eastern Standard Time
www.ambassadortours.com

You’ll Travel Better For Less

Your Source For Buying & 
Selling Real Estate in NYC.
Andrew Gordon 
Licensed Associate RE Broker 
516.241.2947
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steve.snapshot@gmail.com

Advertising Space Available
Contact Janet Lee at Hevreh

jlee@hevreh.org or 413-528-6378
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Funded in part by a grant from the Harold Grinspoon Foundation  
  

Jewish Bluegrass  Sensations 

NEFESH MOUNTAIN 
 
 
 
 
 

SUN  AUG 4  7:30 PM   DUFFIN THEATER, LENOX High School 
   

   General Admission $25, Under 30, $20, kids under 10 free 
   Tickets at jewishberkshires.org or (413) 442-4360, ext 10 
 

   To benefit the ADL World of Difference Program in Berkshire C ounty Schools 

“BLUEGRASS AND  
JEWISH  MUSIC MEET  
AND FALL IN LOVE” 
 
-BLUEGRASS TODAY- 

 



Make Hevreh your destination for the 5780 High Holy Days

Selichot: Saturday, September 21
 

Rosh Hashanah:
Erev: Sunday, September 29

1st Day: Monday, September 30
2nd Day: Tuesday, October 1

   

Kol Nidre: Tuesday,  October 8

Yom Kippur: Wednesday, October 9

Sukkot
Erev: Sunday, October 13

1st Day: Monday, October 14

Simchat Torah Celebration: 
Sunday, October 20

   

After a summer filled 
with spirituality, learning, 

and celebration, 
Hevreh will be observing 
the New Year with time 

for reflection, prayer, and 
re-connection.  Join us.

...................................................................................

Established 1975 
Connecting Jewish Lives for 40 years

270 State Road 
Great Barrington MA 01230

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
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Great Barrington  
MA 01230


